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It’s one month out of 12. It’s tealribbons and walks in women’s
shoes. It’s taking back the night and
clothesline projects. It’s April and it’s
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
(SAAM) The one month out of the year
designated to raising awareness about
an epidemic that impacts our society in
ways too large to imagine and too
small to ignore.
“Sexual Assault Awareness Month

raises our awareness that it is morally
impossible to remain neutral about
rape and who is responsible for rape
and who deserves to be supported,”
said Polly Poskin, Executive Director of
the Illinois Coalition Against Sexual
Assault. “SAAM is a designated time to
remind us to celebrate the courage of
survivors.”
During the mid-1980s, the National

Coalition Against Sexual Assault
helped its members establish a Sexual
Assault Awareness Week in their
states. This effort followed the creation
of October as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month earlier in the
decade. By the late 1990s rape crisis
centers across the nation had
expanded SAAM activities across all of
April.
“When you think about breast

cancer awareness and the pink ribbon,
... it’s a large collaborative,” said Karen
Baker, Executive Director of the

National Sexual Violence Resource
Center. “That’s what I want for sexual
assault as well. It’s a huge issue.”
In 1999, then Illinois Gov. George

Ryan released a proclamation
declaring April as Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. It was an important
recognition for rape crisis centers.
“Social change will not come without

public awareness. SAAM is a focused
opportunity to let people and
communities know about where rape
occurs, who is responsible for rape and
the impact of rape on victims and our
communities,” Poskin said. “The
community needs to know and
survivors need to know that there are
hotlines, 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-
a-week, free anonymous counseling
and advocacy. And those local rape
crisis centers are at the forefront of
changing the public’s attitude about
violence against women.”
The use of teal as the official SAAM

color came earlier this decade. The
national Sexual Violence Resource
Center also focuses on a specific
campaign each year for centers and
state coalitions to use. This year the
theme is, “Prevent Sexual Violence …
In Our Workplace,” which focuses on
employers’ role in reducing sexual
violence.
“I do feel that it’s major progress for

all of us to be coordinated on April and
on teal. And we try to put out an
umbrella theme,” Baker said. “You
can’t ask everybody to do the same
thing, but we try to have an umbrella
cohesion and people can put their twist
on that.”
The routine of having a designated

Rape Crisis Centers fill
calendar with events
to raise awareness

SAAM continued on page 4

Rape crisis centers across the state will
be holding a variety of Sexual Assault
Awareness Month activities during April,
including Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
marches and rallies.
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Scandal Follows Normal Path

Male power over women and
children, exercised in secrecy

and without accountability – it will get
ugly. And faith communities are
proving it.
Witness the Catholic church and its

tradition of sexual abuse perpetrated
by priests and
covered up by the
entire hierarchy.
Witness the Mormon
fundamentalist
community (FLDS),
where girls are
forced to marry,
raped and forced to
bear children by the
rapists who are their
husbands. And
most recently,
witness the abuse

perpetrated by male leaders in
Brooklyn’s Hasidic Jewish community.
A stream of sexual abuse

allegations are emerging in this
orthodox community. One survivor,
speaking out in a story on National
Public Radio (February 2, 2009), tells
of abuse by a Rabbi who was his
school principal. Another tells of
being raped in the mikvah (ritual
bath). Neither was able to speak at
the time of the abuse. Both have
since left the temple and the
community.
Brooklyn District Attorney Charles

Hynes says his office is investigating
10 cases involving Hasidic Jews. He
is furious that the Rabbis review
sexual abuse allegations internally in
a Rabbinical Court rather than
reporting to civil authorities. The
District Attorney is trying to secure
their agreement to report abuse to
him. Currently, yeshivas which are
private schools are exempt from
mandated reporting in New York. Why
does he have to negotiate for this to

happen? Why is this group exempt?
The priest, the elder, the rabbi, all

male, all religious authorities, all
respected leaders in the community.
Their integrity, goodness,
righteousness is unquestioned and
unquestionable. So, when they rape
and sexually abuse children in the
rectory, the fellowship hall, the
mikvah, they do so with impunity.
Their power is absolute.
And in each of these faith

communities the victim is silenced.
The child cannot speak while the
representative of God’s kingdom
fondles, gropes, penetrates. The child
has no one to tell about the violation –
s/he may not know it is abuse, may
not know it is wrong, may not
understand the sick feeling in the pit
of the stomach, may have no words
for this hell, may not expect to be

believed. So s/he is silent, or s/he
tells and is ignored, disbelieved, told
that s/he misunderstood. S/he is
punished into silence and continues to
be abused. S/he grows up and
adapts to a life of abuse and
oppression, incorporates the
experience as a social norm and may
even defend it. Or she eventually
rejects the abuse and leaves – to be
reviled and shunned by the only home
and community she knows. And, s/he
gets little or no support or justice
whether s/he is inside or outside the
walls.
It seems like a problem this size

would claim center stage. Yet, the
power of church and faith is so great
that the child protection, criminal and
civil justice systems are stymied.

Scandal continued on page 3

Carol
Corgan

Sex abuse cover-up
engulfs religious group;
when will it end?

TEN-ETS
� Do not sexually abuse or sexually assault anyone.

� Adopt a victim-centered policy about sexual abuse. Know the policy
and follow it.

� Do everything possible to prevent sexual abuse.

� Educate yourself about healthy sexuality and sexual abuse and
understand the difference.

� Recognize indicators of sexual abuse and intervene to stop abuse.

� Do not ignore anyone who reports sexual abuse.

� Provide comfort and aid to survivors. Validate their experiences and
support them through recovery.

� Do not keep secrets about sexual abuse.

� Report sexual and physical abuse to child protection services and
law enforcement. Cooperate with investigation and prosecution of
perpetrators.

� Do not engage a parishioner or congregant in any sexual way.
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WHAT IS ICASA?
The Illinois Coalition Against
Sexual Assault is a not-for-profit
corporation of 34 community-
based sexual assault crisis centers
working together to end sexual
violence. Each center provides 24-
hour crisis services, counseling
and advocacy for victims of sexual
assault and conducts educational
programs in Illinois communities.

MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Illinois Coalition
Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) is
to end sexual violence and to
alleviate the suffering of sexual
assault victims. This work is
inseparable from ICASA's
commitment to eliminate
oppression in all its forms. To
accomplish these goals, ICASA
advocates for public policy that
prevents sexual violence,
guarantees sensitivity to victims,
and promotes social justice. ICASA
uses the power of public education
to change beliefs and attitudes
about the causes and
consequences of sexual violence
and the devastation of oppression.
Through community programs that
provide advocacy, counseling and
education, ICASAworks for a safe,
free and just society.

SUBMISSIONS
ICASA welcomes submissions and
reserves the right to edit all
submissions. The Coalition
Commentary is published quarterly.

CONTACT INFORMATION
ICASA
100 North 16th St.
Springfield, IL 62703-1102
Phone: 217-753-4117
Website: www.icasa.org

STAFF
Executive Director: Polly Poskin
Editor: Sean Black
ICASA est. 1977

Child protection services may want
to investigate, may want to take a
child or children into protective
custody. They may even do it.
Police may want to investigate, make
arrests, and build a case.
Prosecutors may want to file charges
and prosecute cases. Civil attorneys
may want to sue. And yet, something
gets in the way. Religious rights.
Parent’s rights. Father’s rights.
Freedom of speech. It’s always
something other than victim’s rights.
Instead, the child is sent back to the
community, left vulnerable to the
abuser, the priest, the elder, the
rabbi. Safety and recompense are
denied.
So the victims lose - again. They are

not believed and not protected. Their
safety and welfare and human rights
are sacrificed to protect the abuser and
the religious community. Whether
victims adapt or protest, their fate is in
the hands of those who profess to
follow the teachings of God and those
who defer to the faith leaders.
And really, no one wants to confront

the church, sect, temple. No one
wants to say that the faith community
is not on the side of justice. No one
really wants to hold them accountable.
No one wants to tell them “no.”
We give faith leaders a pass. We

accept their assertion that they didn’t
know. We buy the notion that this
loving community, under God, is
simply misunderstood. We decide we
should not judge the tenets of their
faith, their rituals and practices, their
freedom. We trust them. We simply
cannot believe the truth.
It seems like those who misuse

their place in religious hierarchy have
the upper hand. Only a small
percentage of rapist priests have been
jailed. Settlements with the church,
though highly publicized, are miniscule
compared to the harm done to
countless victims. Though the initial
reaction to the FLDS was to take
children into protective custody, the
courts have returned all but two of the
439 children to their fundamentalist

community. And Rabbis are getting by
with rape. Pearl Engleman, the
mother of a Jewish boy abused by a
rabbi said: “It’s unusual to come
forward. It’s unusual to be outspoken
about issues, especially a subject
that’s been swept under the rug like
this. And [it] hasn’t only been swept
under the rug, but there are many
people standing on the rug.”
Everyone standing on that rug needs
to step back, and those who won’t
step back need to be pushed back.
Then let’s lift up the rug, air out the
secrets and sweep away the scourge
of abuse. Make a promise that
communities of faith will be the safe
haven they claim to be.
While we’re at it, each one of these

faith communities needs to cooperate
with investigations and apologize to the
victims. They need to take
responsibility for their ignorance, their
silence, their collusion. They need to
voluntarily compensate victims who
lost their childhood and are struggling
with the lifelong effects of sexual
abuse. And they need to take abuse
prevention as seriously as any other
commandment. People of faith need
to confront rape in their communities
and say “no more.”

Viewpoint is a regular opinion
column in Coalition Commentary.
Carol Corgan is Assistant Director

for ICASA.

WHERE HAVE WE
HEARD THIS BEFORE?
DENIAL WITH A CAPITAL D

“To me, it does not make
sense that so many people
have been violated and for
so many years they have
been quiet. Something does
not add up. It’s been blown
out of proportion – big time.”

Rabbi David Niederman
(heads United Jewish

Organizations of Williamsburg)

Scandal
continued from page 2
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month does allow for an easy hook when
securing media time for rape crisis center
activities.
“It’s kind of an automatic thing,” said

Diane Mayfield, director of WIRC/CAAVictim
Services in Macomb. “They know it’s April,
so contact Victim Services.”
Centers and other organizations sponsor

a variety of different events to raise
awareness. Take Back the Night Marches,
speak outs and the clothesline projects have
long been staples of the events calendar.
Recently, Walk a Mile in Her Shoes marches
and rallies have been incorporated into the
event planning with six centers hosting
marches this year.
“I love Take Back the Night Marches and

I’ve enjoyed being part of the evolution of
Walk a Mile In Her Shoes,” Poskin said.
“Anytime you bring a group of people together
for a common cause it is extremely powerful.”
The full calendars along with everyday

workloads does stretch center staff’s time
thin, but the cause always drives the staff
forward.
“It’s stressful, but we look forward to it,”

Mayfield said. “That’s our big blast to make
sure we have material out.”
The NSVRC hopes to make the blast even

louder. The organization is striving to have a
Presidential Proclamation from President
Barack Obama’s office to recognize April as
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
“We still haven’t had a Presidential

proclamation, but I’m hopeful that we will get
that this year,” Baker said. “I would like
things to go faster and farther than they are
but when I look back I see how far we’ve
come. It’s pretty exciting.”
SAAM activities, while only highlighted

once a year, are woven in the daily work the
rape crisis centers provide on behalf of rape
survivors.
“I think it’s very important there is a Sexual

Assault Awareness Month. I think that should
be a priority, but overall the work we do is the
priority,” said Barb McCormick-Sommerville,
manager of YWCA Metropolitan Chicago
South Suburban Center Sexual Violence
Support Services. “To the staff that works
here, every day is Sexual Assault Awareness
Month.”
Every day is a day to raise awareness and

to help rape survivors.

Collaboration
continued from page 1 SAAM ACTIVITIES AROUND THE STATE

A list of various Sexual Assault Awareness Month activities being hosted by rape
crisis centers across the state. For a complete list call 217-753-4117.

� April 3: Kankakee, Walk a Mile, noon, 815-932-7273

� April 4: Joliet, Vagina Monologues, 6 p.m., 815-729-0930, x330

� April 6: DeKalb, Survivor Speak-Out, 6:00 p.m.; 815-756-5228

� April 8: Quad Cities, Open House, 4-6 p.m., 309-797-6534

� April 16: Elgin, Rally and Presentation, 6-8 p.m., 847-742-4088

� April 16: Decatur, Take Back the Night Rally, 5:30 p.m., 217-428-0770

� April 17: Quincy, Rock Against Rape, 7 p.m.-midnight, 217-222-0069

� April 18: Macomb, Walk a Mile, 10 a.m., 309-836-2148

� April 18: Springfield, Walk a Mile, 11 a.m., development@prairiecasa.org

� April 20: Arlington Heights, Open House, 11a.m.-1 p.m., 847-806-6526, x12

� April 20: Streator, Hands Across the Court House, 12:15-12:45 p.m., 815-673-1552

� April 23-25: Sterling, Vagina Monologues, 7 p.m., 815-625-0333

� April 23: Quad Cities, Clothesline Project, 309-797-6534

� April 23: Hickory Hills, Take Back the Night March, 6:30 p.m., 708-741-4500

� April 24: Aurora, Take Back the Night March, 6 p.m.; 630-897-8989, x130

� April 24: Chicago RVA, Standing Silent Witness, 312-443-9603 x37

� April 24: Quincy, Mock Trial, 217-222-0069

� April 24: Charleston, Shake It for SACIS, 6-10 p.m., 217-348-5033

� April 24: Vandalia, Take Back the Night, 6 p.m., 800-625-1414

� April 25: Joliet, Walk a Mile, 815-729-0930

� April 25: Chicago C4, Walk a Mile, 773-765-0612

� April 25: Jacksonville, Walk a Mile, development@prairiecasa.org

� April 25: Joliet, Vagina Monologues, 6 p.m., 815-729-0930, x330

� April 25: Belleville, Dare to be Aware Picnic, 11a..m-3 p.m., 618-397-0975, x130

� April 26: Glen Ellyn, Rock Out Against Rape, 5-9 p.m. 630-790-6600, x234

� April 27: Springfield, VAW:An International Perspective, 6 p.m., cws@prairiecasa.org
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SAAM
SAAMaround the

State
State

SAAM EVENT: ROCK AGAINST RAPE
When and Where:
�� April 4: Rape Crisis Services/A Woman’s Fund. 
Information: 217-355-5214 or carmera@awomansfund.org.
Rape Crisis Services will host “Rock Out Against Rape” (ROAR) from
6:00-10:00 p.m. at the High Dive in downtown Champaign. The event
will feature several area bands.

�� April 17: Quanada in Quincy. Information: 217-222-0069.
Quanada is hosting “Rock Against Rape” to raise awareness about
sexual assault. The event will feature five local bands and take place
from 7:00 p.m. to midnight at Backwaters Night Club.

�� April 26: Sexual Violence and Support Services, YWCA
Metropolitan Chicago West Suburban Center, 
nformation: 630-790-6600, ext. 234
Second Annual “Rock Away Violence” will take place at Butterfield in
Downers Grove. The event begins at 5 p.m. and features several
bands including Vertikal, F.H.O.D., Bitterson and DJ Rhema. The
event is open to all ages and all attendees will receive goodie bags. 

�� May 15: WIRC-CAA Victim Services in Macomb. 
Information: 309-836-2148.
Fourth Annual “Rock Against Rape” will take place at the Forum in
Macomb on Friday, May 15. Several area bands will perform while
raising money for services to victims of sexual assault.

SAAM EVENT:
BELLEVILLE
What: Dare to be
Aware,
Call for Help, Inc.

When: 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., April 25.

Information:
618-397-0975, ext.
130

Activity: The event will
feature a picnic setting to
encourage area
community members to be
more aware about sexual
assault issues. The event
will be held at Call for
Help. The agency will
provide food,
refreshments, activities,
booths and entertainment.
Other social service
agencies also will provide
information booths.
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SAAM EVENT: SPRINGFIELD
What: Violence Against Women:
An International Perspective.
Prairie Center Against Sexual
Assault.

When: 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., April 27

Information: 217-744-2560

Activity: The Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault and the World Affairs
Council of Central Illinois will co-host a dinner and lecture by Valentine
Moghadam, Ph.D. Dr. Moghadam is a feminist scholar, activist and author,
whose works focuses on women in development, globalization, feminist
networks and female employement in the Middle East. Dr. Moghadam is
Director of Women’s Studies Program at Purdue University. A reception will
begin at 5:30 p.m. with dinner scheduled for 6:15 p.m., and lecture slated to
begin at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available for the reception and dinner. The
lecture is free to the public. 

SAAM EVENT: STERLING
What: Vagina Monologues. 
YWCA of the Sauk Valley

When: 7:00 p.m. on April 23, 24, 25.

Information: 815-835-6334

Activity: The YWCA of the Sauk Valley, in conjunction with Sauk Valley
Community College, is hosting the Vagina Monologues at the Jerry Weston
Mathis Theatre at Sauk Valley Community College. Proceeds will go to benefit
the YWCA Sexual Assault Program. The YWCA will staff an informational
booth at the event. The Vagina Monologues was written by Eve Ensler of the
V-Day organization.

SAA
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SAAM EVENT:
PRINCETON
What: “Survivors After
Violence: Chronicling the
Journey from Victim to
Survivor.” Freedom
House, Inc.

When: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
April 3

Information: 815-872-
0087, ext. 224

Activity: The event is an
exhibit of anonymous artwork
by Freedom House, Inc. clients
and children. The artwork will
be displayed at the Prairie Arts
Center and open to the public
on Saturdays and Sundays
throughout the month of April. A
reception will be held April 3. 

SAAM EVENT: DEKALB
What: “A Community United,” DeKalb County’s Sexual Assault Survivor Speak-Out.
Safe Passage, Inc.

When: 6:30-8:30 p.m. April 6 Information: 815-756-5228

Activity: Member of the DeKalb community will convene in the basement of the First United Congregational Church
for a Speak-Out. Melissa Ryen will discuss sexual assault and the impact on the community. Survivors of sexual
violence will also be invited to speak and then anyone in the audience will be able to speak to the crowd. The event
will conclude with a candlelight moment of peace outside the church. The Clothesline Project will also be displayed.
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SAAM EVENT: KANKAKEE
What: Annual May Day Tulip Sale, 
KC-CASA

When: Throughout the Month of April

Information: 815-932-7273

Activity: Throughout the month, staff, volunteers and board members of
KC-CASA sell potted tulips to raise awareness for sexual assault. The flowers
are delivered on May 1. The tulip color is purple in order to respresent
violence against women and the actual tulip repesents hope.  

SAAM EVENT:
CLOTHESLINE
PROJECT
When and Where:
�� April 8 and 16, Safe
Passage, Inc., in DeKalb,
815-756-5228
Safe Passage will display T-
shirts from the Clothesline
Project from 5:00-7:00 p.m.,
April 8 at the Stevenson
Dorm Cafeteria and from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in
the Martin Luther King
Commons on the Northern
Illinois University Campus  

�� April 23: Family
Resources/Rape Sexual
Assault Program, Quad
Cities, 309-797-6534
The Project will be
displayed all day at Rock
Island Arsenal. T-shirts will
also be displayed
throughout the month at
various schools.

�� April 29-30: Stepping
Stones Sexual Assault
Services of the YWCA
McLean County, 309-662-
0461
The Clothesline Project and
Soles of Survivors exhibit
will be displayed at
Heartland Community
College.

SAAM
SAAMaround theState
State

SAAM EVENT: VANDALIA
What: Take Back the Night March, S.A.F.E. 

When: 6:00 p.m., April 24

Information: 800-625-1414

Activity: Annual event will take place in Carlyle starting at 6:00 p.m. at the
Carlyle Courthouse. The theme of the event this year is “Be the Change.”
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What: Walk a Mile In Her Shoes marches and rallies

When and Where:
�� April 3: Kankakee (KC-CASA). Information - 815-932-7273 
�� April 4: Lincoln (Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault).   
Information - 217-744-2560

�� April 18: Macomb (WIRC/CAA Victim Services). 
Information - 309-836-2148

�� April 18: Springfield (Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault). 
Information - 217-744-2560

�� April 25: Joliet (Sexual Assault Service Center at Guardian 
Angel Community Services). Information - 815-729-0930

�� April 25: Jacksonville (Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault). 
Information - 217-744-2560

�� April 25: Chicago, (C4-Quetzal Center), Information - 773-765-0612

Activity:
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes®: The International Men's March to Stop Rape, Sexual Assault & Gender Violence. Walk a
Mile in Her Shoes® is a fun opportunity for men to educate the community about a very serious subject and to rally the
community to take action to prevent sexualized violence. Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® asks men to literally walk one
mile in women's high-heeled shoes. It's not easy walking in these shoes, but it's fun and it gets the community to talk
about something that's really difficult to talk about: gender relations and sexual violence.

SAA
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SAAM EVENT: WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES
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SAAM
SAAMaround theState
State

SAAM EVENT:
PITTSFIELD
What: Mock
Trial, Quanada

When: April 24, 9:00 a.m.

Information:
217-222-0069

Activity: Quanada, in collaboration
with Pike County Circuit Judge Rose
Berry, Pike County State’s Attorney
Frank McCartney and area attorneys
will present a mock rape tiral to high
school students. The trial will take
place at the Pike County Courthouse
on April 24. The trial will be based on
a past active trial. Attorneys will
present arguments from witnesses,
the victim and the abuser. A mock
trial was also held on March 27. The
event’s goal is to provide a better
understanding to the students about
the court process and their rights
regarding sexual violence.

SAAM EVENT: CHARLESTON
What: Shake It for SACIS

When: April 24th, 6:00-10:00 p.m.

Information:
217-348-5033

Activity: Shake It for SACIS is a fundraiser where participants will learn
various dances.  Members of the Coles County community, including the
Eastern Illinois University campus, will teach dances to interested
participants.  The EIU Student Union Grand Ballroom will be subdivided into
three sections with three dances being taught for 45 minutes each. Then all
participants will spend 10-15 minutes learning a large group line dance
before moving to the next segment.  This will happen for four segments with
a total of twelve dances taught throughout the evening in addition to the
large group line dances.  Dances include the Tango, Waltz, Rumba, Cha
Cha, Line Dancing, Hip Hop, Stepping, Belly Dancing, Salsa and a variety of
ethnic dances.  

SAAM EVENT:
ELGIN
What: Know More to End
Sexual Assault. 
Community Crisis Center

When: April 16th, 6-8pm

Information:
847-742-4088

Activity:
Awareness Rally held at Elgin
Community College ICT lounge.
Hear from the Kane County
State’s Attorney who will speak
about the legal aspect of Sexual
Assault.  Hear survivors share
their experiences and how the
sexual assault affected them.

SAAM EVENT:
BLOOMINGTON
What: Take the Stage Against
Violence. Stepping Stones
Sexual Assault Services of
the YWCA of McLean County

When: April 11th, 
6:00-8:00 p.m.

Information:
309-662-0461 ext 272

Activity:
TTSAV is a talent show for ages 13
and up sponsored by Stepping
Stones Sexual Assault Services of
the YWCA McLean County.
Participants enter the talent show to
support ending violence against
women in a public setting.  This
year’s event will take place at
Eastland Mall on Saturday, April 11.
The event is in its third year. The
past two shows have drawn more
200 audience members each and
more than 20 participants.  This
event is meant to give the
community a voice.  It is an
opportunity to speak out and make
sexual violence no longer a taboo
issue. It also shows that there are
many people who want to Take The
Stage Against Violence!
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ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
Northwest CASA
Hotline: 888-802-8890 Business: 847-806-6526

AURORA
Mutual Ground, Inc.
Hotline: 630-897-8383 Business: 630-897-8989

BELLEVILLE
Call for Help/Sexual Assault Victim’s Care Unit
(SAV-U)
Hotline: 618-397-0975 Business: 618-397-0975

BLOOMINGTON
Stepping Stones Sexual Assault Services
YWCA McLean County
Hotline: 309-827-4005 Business: 309-622-0461

CARBONDALE
Rape Crisis Services of the Women’s Center, Inc.
Hotline: 618-529-2324 Business: 618-549-4807

CHARLESTON/MATTOON
Sexual Assault Counseling and Information
Service (SACIS)
Hotline: 888-345-2846 Business: 217-348-5033

CHICAGO
Chicago Hotline: 888-293-2080

Community Counseling Centers of
Chicago/Quetzal Center
Business: 773-765-0612

Mujeres Latinas En Accion
Business: 773-890-7676

YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, 
Sexual Violence and Support Services
Business: 312-762-2789

Rape Victim Advocates
Business: 312-443-9603

CHICAGO HEIGHTS
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, South Suburban
Center, Sexual Violence and Support Services
Hotline: 708-748-5672 Business: 708-754-0486

DANVILLE
Vermilion County Rape Crisis Center
Hotline: 866-617-3224 Business: 217-446-1337

DECATUR
Growing Strong Sexual Assault Center
Hotline: 217-428-0770 Business: 217-428-0770

DEKALB
Safe Passage, Inc.
Hotline: 815-756-5228 Business: 815-756-7930

ELGIN
Community Crisis Center 
Hotline: 847-697-2380 Business: 847-697-2380

GALENA
Riverview Center, Inc., Sexual Assault
Prevention & Intervention Services
Hotline: 888-707-8155 Business: 815-777-8155

GLEN ELLYN
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, West Suburban
Center, Sexual Violence and Support Services
Hotline: 630-971-3927 Business: 630-790-6600

GURNEE
Zacharias Sexual Abuse Center
Hotline: 847-872-7799
Business: 847-244-1187

Who: Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling,
Inc., Rockford, IL

What: radKIDS Personal
Empowerment Safety Education 
Program started in May 2004 in the Rockford area.

What do They do?
radKIDS is a comprehensive safety education
program for children aged 5-12 that includes
awareness and physical defense. It focuses on
seven core areas: home safety, school safety, out-
and-about safety, vehicle safety, stranger tricks,
personal safety and self-realization of personal
power. radKIDS provides educational opportunities
for children and parents that focus on violence
resistance, prevention, and escape from physical
harm. All of this is accomplished while instilling
confidence and a belief that our children can
defend themselves from potential harm.The program is designed to help
children recognize potential hazards, and provide them with realistic options
for effective response. By empowering them to make positive choices, we
hope to enable them to avoid or escape dangerous situations.  Class includes
a simulation where participants use the hands-on skills they have learned in
“real life” scenarios. More information is available at radKIDS.com

Information
Contact Maureen Mostacci at 815-636-9811.

SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT OONN ......
RRSSAACC
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HICKORY HILLS
The Pillars Community Services
Hotline: 708-482-9600
Business: 708-741-4500

JOLIET
Sexual Assault Service Center 
Guardian Angel Community Services
Hotline: 815-730-8984
Business: 815-729-0930

KANKAKEE
Kankakee County Center Against Sexual
Assault
Hotline: 815-932-3322
Business: 815-932-7273

MACOMB
Western Illinois Regional Council/Community
Action Agency Victim Services
Hotline: 309-837-5555
Business: 309-836-2148

MCHENRY
Pioneer Center/Voices Program
Hotline: 800- 892-8900
Business: 815-759-7066

PEORIA
The Center for the Prevention of Abuse - 
Sexual Assault Services
Hotline: 309-691-4111
Business: 309-691-0551

PRINCETON
Freedom House, Inc.
Hotline: 800-474-6031
Business: 815-872-0087

QUAD CITIES
Rape/Sexual Assaul Program, 
Family Resources Inc.
Hotline: 309-797-1777
Business: 309-797-6534

QUINCY
Quanada Sexual Assault Program
Hotline: 800-369-2287
Business: 217-223-2030

ROCKFORD
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling, Inc. (RSAC)
Hotline: 815-636-9811
Business: 815-636-9811

SPRINGFIELD
Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault
Hotline: 217-753-8081
Business: 217-744-2560

STERLING
YWCA of the Sauk Valley
Hotline: 815-626-7277
Business: 815-625-0333

STREATOR
ADV & SAS
Hotline: 800-892-3375
Business: 815-672-2353

URBANA
A Woman’s Fund, Inc., Rape Crisis Services
Hotline: 217-355-5203
Business: 217-355-5214

VANDALIA
Sexual Assault and Family Emergencies (SAFE)
Hotline: 800-625-1414
Business: 618-283-1414

Who:WIRC-CAA Victim Services, Macomb, IL 
What: Trivia Night
Victim Services held its first Trivia Night Fundraiser on
Feb. 28, 2009. The event brought together 12 teams of
trivia enthusiasts. The teams arrived armed with brownies, popcorn, cookies
and other sustenance to help them make it through 120 questions and three
rounds of competition. In the end, the “Fs” won the title with 102 correct
responses. The “Educated Eight” finished second and the “Rocking Ls” placed
third.

Information:
Contact Diane Mayfield at 309-836-2148.

SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT OONN ......
WWIIRRCC--CCAAAA

Who: Riverview Center, Inc., Galena, IL 

What: Court Watch
The Court Watch program is a citizen based volunteer group
that comes together to observe the criminal justice process.
The mission of the Jo Daviess County Court Watch program is
to provide information to the public as well as feedback to the
criminal justice system in handling sexual assault and domestic violence cases.

What do they do?
The citizens perform the role of identifying strengths and weaknesses in the
court system. The types of cases that are followed include: Sexual assault
and abuse, sex offender registration, domestic abuse, violations of orders of
protection and plenary order of protection hearings. The volunteers will collect
statistical data along with subjective observations. They will report on a wide
range of topics including: abuser accountability, victim sensitivity, court room
audibility, time spent on a case, courthouse conditions and court personnel
demeanor. A newsletter highlighting the findings will be distributed freely to
court personnel, law enforcement, attorneys, media and advocacy groups.

Information:
Contact Josh Jasper at 815-777-8155.

SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT OONN ......
RRIIVVEERRVVIIEEWW CCEENNTTEERR
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The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual
Assault strives to improve laws
impacting sexual assault victims each
year. Polly Poskin and Lyn M. Schollett
work on legislative issues for ICASA.
The following is an interview with
Poskin and Schollett regarding
ICASA’s legislative work.

Question: What is ICASA’s role at
the Legislature?

Lyn: ICASA is the only organization at
the Illinois capitol that speaks just for
sexual assault victims. So it’s our job to
identify bills that are out there that
impact sexual assault victims and
provide our input on those bills.  It’s
also our job to initiate bills that will
better serve sexual assault victims.

Polly: ICASA is at the legislature
because we’re the voice of the survivor
and the advocate for the continuation
of the services for survivors.
Counseling and advocacy are services
for survivors; prevention education and
institutional advocacy are services for
the community.  All of these services
put together strengthen the community.
Stronger  communities are better able
to address sexual violence and provide
support to the victim and the families.
In stronger communities, the criminal
justice system is better able to address
the crime against the people. It’s our
role to see to it that that range of
services continues in a community.
We can’t do that without providing the
legislative and statutory support or
without the employment of people to
provide the services. 

Q: Has ICASA always been at the
legislature?

Polly: Yes. In 1982 the Illinois
legislature defeated the ERA. Many of
us had worked for the passage of the
ERA and had become familiar with the
legislative process.  That is the time
period when funding for rape crisis
centers began and we were ready to
make other legislative changes. We

didn’t take the defeat of the ERA as a
loss. We said let’s build on all the
experience we gained.  At that time we
were looking at the sex crimes in the
state of Illinois and we said it’s time for
revision and now is the time to do it.

Lyn: One of the things that has
changed over the years is that we
actually have to register as lobbyists.
So Polly and I are registered at the
legislature as lobbyist for ICASA.

Q: Why is it important to have an
organization whose job is soley to
look after rights of sexual assault
victims?

Lyn: There are other groups at the
capitol that sometimes work on bills
that affect sexual assault victims, but
all of them have to look out for other
constituents as well, such as  state’s
attorneys and law enforcement. We
often work collaboratively with them,
but it’s never their job just to look out
for the interests of sexual assault
victims. Sometimes sexual assault
victims’ interests are very much aligned
with what prosecutors and law
enforcement officials need in the state
of Illinois, but sometimes they are
different and when those interests are
different, it’s up to us to represent just
the interest of the victims.

Q: How does ICASA decide what
bills it will support?

Lyn: In terms of the bills that we
initiate, our Public Affairs Committee

meets five times a year and the job of
the Public Affairs Committee is to
identify areas where the law could be
improved to better serve sexual assault
victims.   The committee is big; it has
about 30 people on it.  Most of them
are court advocates from rape crisis
centers. We also have a number of
allies on the committee, including
prosecutors, law enforcement and the
Office of the  Illinois Attorney General.
In the fall, the Public Affairs Committee
goes through a decision making
process of identifying possible
initiatives and then prioritizing them.
Last year, we had 10 or 11 great ideas
that the committee looked at and they
picked their top three.  Then the Public
Affairs Committee makes a
recommendation to Governing Body
on the bills we will initiate. There was a
lot of debate in our Public Affairs
Committee this fall on the bills we
would initiate because we had such
great suggestions.

Q: Once Public Affairs and
Governing Body agree on the
priorities for the legislative session,
what do you do then?

Lyn: The next step is to draft the bills.
Usually we start in house by putting
together what we think the language
should be for a bill and we take that
language to the legislative reference
bureau, LRB.

Polly:We also reach out to whoever is
to be an ally in the drafting stage.

Lyn: We try to do that as early as we
can so that the early drafts of the bill
reflect the interest of other
organizations and entities that might be
invested in the bill.  Once the bill is
drafted it comes out of Legislative
Review Bureau, then we take it to the
sponsor and the sponsor files the bill.

Q: How do you find a sponsor?

Lyn: We find a sponsor based on

Going to the Ledge for victims

Ledge continued on page 13
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an individual legislator’s interest in
particular areas. We work in a very
bipartisan way, so our sponsors are
Democrats and Republicans. We
decide  whether a bill starts in the House
or Senate based on strategic reasons.  

Q: What happens after you file the
bill?

Lyn: It first goes to the Rules
Committee, which is not a public
committee. All bills go there first. Once
they leave the Rules Committee, they
go to a substantive committee. Once
it’s in that committee, that’s when the
lobbying gets serious. We meet with
the members of the committee, explain
the bill and ask for their support.  When
the bill is called for a hearing in
committee, we testify before the
committee in support of the bill. Once
the bill is out of committee, it goes to
the floor of the House or Senate. This
is when the role of rape crisis centers
becomes especially important because
every rape crisis center has
Representatives and Senators serving
their districts.  It is very important that
Representatives and Senators hear
from their local rape crisis center about
the importance of individual bills. To
pass out of the House or Senate the bill
has to have a simple majority. Once it
passes out of the first chamber, it goes
to the second chamber and we go
through the whole process again.

Q: How can rape crisis centers help
this process?

Polly: The centers are often the source
of the changes that are needed in the
law because they are working directly
with survivors or law enforcement or
prosecutors. They can sometimes first
identify where the gaps are in the law.
So they help by bringing ideas to the
Public Affairs Committee.  If the idea
doesn’t originate with them, center staff
are the best sounding board. Then
center staff come on Constituent Visit
Day and get a steep immersion in the
lobbying process.  When they go

home, they continue to meet with their
legislators. They are integral from
beginning to end.

Q: How do you deal with those
trying to block your legislative
proposals? 

Lyn: One of the most challenging
things about working at the legislature
is responding to our opposition.
Sometimes we can be surprised by the
responses to our bills. We work very
hard to persuade legislators to our side
and if they don’t agree with us, to
disagree respectfully and maintain a
good working relationship.  Someone
that might be your opponent on one bill
could be your ally on the next bill.

Q: What do you think people don’t
understand about the legislature? 

Polly: They are intimidated by its
stature. It’s like anything that you aren’t
familiar with on a day-to-day basis.
Once a person becomes familiar with
how the legislative process works there
isn’t anything that is overwhelming and
intimidating about it. It’s simply the
process that needs to be used, but that
takes familiarity with it and working with
it. And until that happens it can seem
like it’s unapproachable.

Lyn: Just sheer volume – the number
of bills the legislature reviews every
year. This year well over 6,000 bills
have been introduced. I think the other
issue is that sometimes people that
aren’t at the capitol regularly might
think that they aren’t experts or don’t

have an important voice on bills.  The
reality is that in the world of sexual
assault, the people at rape crisis
centers are the biggest experts on
what victims need. That’s why it is so
important for rape crisis centers to talk
to legislators about pending bills.

Q: Is it fun?

Lyn: It’s great fun. I love lobbying. To
me it feels like an incredibly proactive
part of our work. It is so gratifying for an
advocate to come and say “I worked
with a victim and this is where the law
didn’t work as well as it could have.” To
create a solution and then to shepherd
that solution through the General
Assembly is tremendously rewarding.
It’s also really fun to convince someone
who didn’t initially like our bill that they
should support it!

Polly: It’s a very satisfying experience.
Sometimes it’s fun and sometimes it’s
frustrating, but it’s always satisfying. I
think that one of the things I’ve learned,
is whether we’re working with the staff
over there or the legislators or our
allies, they are people who are
immensely committed to the job of
making government work. And I know
sometimes people have negative
comments about government and how
government works, but it’s never been
my experience in working at the
General Assembly that people are
negative or resistant or cynical. It isn’t
to say that we don’t all have our days,
but for the most part I’m very
impressed with the caliber of people’s
good intentions and hard work.

Ledge
continued from page 12

ICASA Execuitve Directo Polly Poskin, center right, introduces Rep. Julie Hamos to several rape
crisis center staff during Constituent Visit day on March 4.
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All of these bills are on the floor of the House. Ask your Representative to vote
“yes” on the following important bills affecting sexual assault victims:

IN THE HOUSE
HB 3794: Extends Rape Shield Law to Civil Cases
� What is it? Ensures that a rape victim’s sexual history and reputation are not admitted in civil cases,
consistent with the law in criminal cases.
� Sponsor: Rep. Hamos (D) 

HB 3918: Amends the Civil No Contact Order (CNCO) Act
� What is it? Strengthens and improves several areas of the CNCO Act to better protect CNCO
petitioners.
� Sponsor: Rep. Fritchey (D)

HB 4081: Ensures Disabled Victim’s Access to Health Care & Evidence Collection
� What is it? Amends the Sexual Assault Survivors’ Emergency Treatment Act. Ensures that a sexual
assault victim who has a guardian, health care surrogate or health care power of attorney has access to
health care and that the victim’s forensic evidence will be released.
� Sponsor: Rep. Ryg (D)

HJRCA 19: Constitutional Amendment to Expand & Enforce Crime Victim Rights
� What is it? Amends the Illinois Constitution to provide more comprehensive, meaningful and enforceable
rights for crime victims in the criminal justice process.
� Sponsor: Rep. Lang (D)

For more information on these bills contact ICASA at 217-753-4117.

BBBBIILLLLIILLLL TTTTRRAACCKKEERRRRAACCKKEERR
Below is a list of the bills that the Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault has
initiated during the 2009 Legislative season. For more information visit
www.icasa.org.
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By Sean Black
ICASA

Imagine a better place.
A place where women with

disabilities who have experienced
sexual violence receive the services
they need without hesitation, with only
belief and support.
This is the goal of the Illinois

Imagines Project. The project is the
collaborative effort of several statewide
organizations, led by the Illinois
Department of Human Services under
project manager Teresa Tudor, working
to improve services to women with
disabilities that have experienced
sexual violence. It will bring together
rape crisis centers and disability
service provider agencies to provide
victim-centered support to women with
disabilities.
“This is a groundbreaking project

that will have substantial impact on the
way women with disabilities that are
victims of sexual violence will be
treated by the systems designed to
support their recovery,” said Polly
Poskin, Executive Director of the
Illinois Coalition Against Sexual
Assault.
The Illinois Imagines project began

as a three-year grant from the Office of
Violence Against Women in 2006. The
vision of the program is that “All
women with disabilities will be
guaranteed an environment free from
sexual violence, where they are
empowered to speak and act for
themselves.  Survivors of sexual
violence will be assured a proactive,
individualized, compassionate
response to their experience.”
“This project will create awareness

of the immense problem of sexual
violence against women with
disabilities,” said Amy Walker, systems
change advocate with Illinois Voices. “It
will help rape crisis centers and

disability service providers be more
collaborative in providing support to
women with disabilities who have
experienced sexual violence.”
It’s a vision that is beginning to take

hold throughout the state. The project
undertook a needs assessment that
provided a good view of the interaction
between disability service providers
and rape crisis centers and the areas
women of disabilities feel should be the
priority.
With that information in hand, the

program has instituted model site
programs in five communities: Peoria,
Charleston, Vandalia, Chicago (Pilsen
neighborhood) and Rockford. The
model sites consist of local rape crisis
centers and disability service
providers. The sites will provide
feedback on material and a blueprint
for successful collaborations. The sites
are also having reviews done of their
organizations to assess their trauma-
responsiveness ability and disability-
responsiveness ability.
“The most important thing the model

sites do, is we don’t know if anything is
going to work in this world, so the
model sites will test to see what works
best,” Walker said. “We’re trying to
affect statewide system change and
statewide system change can be pretty
big and pretty abstract in the lives of
women because we’re changing policy

and procedures and statutes and
mandates. What the model sites do is
bring system wide change down to a
personal level,” Walker said.
Among the material that is being

created, are draft charters for local
collaborations to follow, DVDs aimed at
providing information to rape crisis
centers, disability service providers
and women with disabilities,
informational cards and
communication guides and a variety of
other material. There is also a public
policy sub-committee that is
researching potential legislative
changes to improve procedures used
by agencies working with women with
disabilities that have been abused.
“The toolkit will hold everything that

a community needs to collaborate on
improving services,” Poskin said. “It’s a
great starting point and can pave the
road for true change.”
Illinois Imagines has applied for a

two-year continuation grant with OVW.
However, the true benefits of this
program will likely not be felt for
several years.
“The work we’re doing now is

planting seeds and 10-15 years from
now we’ll see a harvest – a harvest
where women with disabilities are
treated with the respect they deserve
and supported in ways that they want
to be supported,” Walker said.

Illinois Imagines: A better system
“The work we’re doing now is
planting seedsplanting seeds and 10-15
years from now we’ll see a

harvestharvest — a harvest where women
with disabilities are treated with the
respectrespect they deserve and supported
in ways that they want to be supported.”

Amy Walker

Project works to improve
response mechanism
to women with disabilities



NEWS

16   Coalition Commentary, Spring 2009

A LOOK AHEAD
A look at an upcoming training facilitated by ICASA’s Training Institute.

ICASA’S ANNUAL STATEWIDE SEXUAL ASSAULT CONFERENCE
MAY 27-29, 2009
SPRINGFIELD HILTON,
SPRINGFIELD, IL
ICASA will host its Fourth
Annual Statewide Conference.
The event will feature three days
of workshops and plenaries for
ICASA member center staff and
allies. The conference work-
shops are highlighted by Louise
Berknikow’s presentation of
“The Shoulders We Stand On,”
a presentation by Vednita Carter
on “Program Development for
Victims of Prostitution and
Trafficking,” and a plenary by Shirley Paceley and Amy Walker on “Beyond Labels
and Oppression: Responding to the Needs of Victims with Disabilities.”  The
“Moxie” Awards Luncheon will be held on May 28. The annual awards ceremony
honors those that have done exemplary work on behalf of sexual assault victims
or toward preventing sexual violence. For more information on ICASA’s Statewide
Sexual Assault Conference please call 217-753-4117. 

AArroouunndd tthhee
TTRRAAIINNIINNGG TTAABBLLEE On the web@

www.icasa.org

Crisis Centers
Facts & Stats
Publications

News
Legal Issues

Library
ICASA Executive Director Polly Poskin introduces Ann
Troy prior to her presentation of “Teens Not Gone
Wild” during ICASA Statewide Conferencein 2008.

A FRESH
START
Stacy McDaniel,
prevention educator,
cleans  the windows
of the new office
space for Vermilion
County Rape Crisis
Center. The center
moved into new office
space in July 2008.  
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Victims of sexual assault and rape
crisis centers have a voice on Capitol
Hill and it’s the National Alliance to End
Sexual Violence (NAESV) that provides
that voice. 
The mission of the NAESV is to end

sexual violence by strengthening
national public policy related to sexual
assault  survivors and the issue of
sexual assault.
NAESV advocates for the rights of

sexual assault survivors, funding for
rape crisis centers and state coalitions
and creative, usable strategies for
ending sexual assault. NAESV actively
creates and supports federal
legislation and related policies that
address the impact of rape and the
safety of our communities. 
“The work of the NAESV on the

federal level is invaluable to local rape
crisis centers,” said Polly Poskin,
Executive Director of the Illinois
Coalition Against Sexual Asssault and
NAESV board member. “The
organization is the voice for rape
survivors and rape crisis centers on
Capitol Hill. It is imperative that we

continue this work.” 
The NAESV met in Chicago in Nov.

2008 to discuss priorities for the 2010
federal legislative session. The main
focus during 2010 will be to restore
Victims of Crime Act funds, reauthorize
the Violence Against Women Act and
to expand Sexual Assault Services
Program funding.
NAESV collaborates with state

coalitions and rape crisis centers
throughout our nation to maintain the
services that advance justice and
promote healing for rape survivors. 
The anti-rape movement has won

victories for rape survivors and earned
praise for rape prevention efforts during
the past three decades. We will continue
our work until sexual violence ends.
The organization is funded entirley

through private donations. If you wish
to make a contribution please visit
www.naesv.org.

NAESV works for
survivors and RCCs

National Alliance to End Sexual Violence board members, left to right, Polly Poskin (Illinois), Linda
Morrison (Wisconsin), Monika Johnson-Hostler (North Carolina), Annette Burrhus-Clay (Texas), Beth
Barnhill (Iowa), Terri Poore (Florida) and Andrea Spencer-Linzie (New Jersey) met in Chicago in Nov.
2008 to discuss national sexual assault legislative issues.

NNNNEEWWSSEEWWSS
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Reports of Sexual Assault
in Military rise in 2008

Reports of sexual assault among
U.S. troops stationed in Iraq and
Afghanistan rose 26 percent from the
previous year, according to an annual
Pentagon report.
Among all active duty U.S. military

troops, the Pentagon showed an
increase of about eight percent in
sexual assault reports from the
previous year.
The increase is attributed to

improved reporting methods and more
acceptance of those reports by
commanders.
There were 165 sexual assault

reports in Iraq and Afghanistan in fiscal
year 2008, which began October 1,
2007. In fiscal year 2007, which began
October 1, 2006, 131 sexual assaults
were reported.
For fiscal year 2008, there were

2,923 reports of sexual assaults among
active duty U.S. troops worldwide, up
from 2,688 reported the previous fiscal
year.
According to Tuesday's report, in

fiscal year 2008 the Army said it fielded
1,584 reports. Of those, 1,328 alleged
victims chose to report the full details
while the rest opted to keep the
information "restricted."
The Air Force reported a total of 607

cases, of which 387 were fully detailed.
The Navy had a total of 489 reported
cases, of which 348 were fully detailed.
The Marines, the smallest branch of
service, reported 243 sexual assault
cases, with 216 fully detailed.
There are 1.4 million active duty

U.S. military stationed around the
world.
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ICASA STATEWIDE SEXUAL ASSAULT CONFERENCE
What: Annual Conference sponsored by the Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault.
The event will feature three days of workshops and plenaries for ICASA member center
staff and allies. The conference workshops are highlighted by Louise Berknikow’s
presentation of “The Shoulders We Stand On,” a presentation by Vednita Carter on
“Program Development for Victims of Prostitution and Trafficking,” and a plenary by
Shirley Paceley and Amy Walker on “Beyond Labels and Oppression: Responding to the
Needs of Victims with Disabilities.”
When: May 27-29, 2009
Where: Springfield Hilton, Springfield
Information: 217-753-4117.

MEN AND WOMEN AS ALLIES
What: Conference sponsored by Men Can Stop Rape. Features a variety of
workshops and includes presentations from key government personnel on efforts to
end violence against women.
Date: April 14-15, 2009
Where: Washington, D.C.
More Information: conference@mencanstoprape.org

CALL TO MEN: STAND UP, SPEAK OUT
What: Fourth Annual event sponsored by A Call to Men. Features numerous plenaries
and workshops, including Eve Enslar, Jackson Katz and Byron Hurt.
Date: May 21-22, 2009
Where: John Jay College, New York City
More Information: www.acalltomen.org

SEXUAL ASSAULT NURSE EXAMINER TRAINING
What: This training is primarily for health care professionals. However, the training is
open to sexual assault service providers, law enforcement officers, and prosecutors
Date: June 1-5, 2009
Where: McHenry County College University Center, Crystal Lake
More Information: 815-479-7801

NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT CONFERENCE
What: Conference sponsored by the National Sexual Violence Research Center and
the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape. Features variety of workshops and
plenaries.
When: Sept. 9-11, 2009
Where: Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, Alexandria, Va.
Information: www.pcar.org/nsac
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The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault honored six individuals during its Annual Moxie Awards at the 2008 Statewide Conference. The honorees
from left to right were: Susan Catania, Velma Williams, Paul Schewe, Sherryl Essenburg and Candice Kane. Rep. Julie Hamos is not pictured. 

Susan Catania: Since 1997, Susan Catania has overseen statewide sexual assault prevention and response services in Illinois
as part of the Division of Community Health and Prevention, Illinois Department of Human Services. Elected in 1972 to the Illinois
House of Representatives, she served five two-year terms. Over 45 of the bills and amendments that she sponsored are now law,
including Illinois’s rape shield law

Velma Williams: Velma Williams is the Assistant Director of Illinois Department of Child and Family Services and has worked over
the years in both public and private child welfare agencies. Williams began her career as a child protection social worker, but rapidly
progressed to the roles of direct service supervisor, program administrator and, most recently, Deputy Director of DCFS' statewide
programs for Policy, Practice, Clinical Services, Training and Workforce Development.

Paul Schewe: Dr. Schewe is the Director of University of Illinois-Chicago’s Interdisciplinary Center for Research on Violence.He
has worked extensively with ICASA in evaluation of its prevention education programs, culminating in the creation of Inside the
Classroom, a sexual violence prevention curriculum.

Sheryl Essenburg: has been working in the courtroom to bring sex offenders to justice for the past three decades. From 1981
through 1989 she prosecuted, in juvenile court, cases of child sexual and physical abuse, child neglect, and delinquency. Beginning in
1987, Sheryl participated in a task force that developed a Child Advocacy Center in Sangamon County. In June of 2004, Sheryl was
appointed Director of Child and Domestic Violence Prosecutions in Sangamon County.

Candice Kane: Presently the Chief Operating Officer of the Chicago Project for Violence Prevention at the University of Illinois at
Chicago, Candice Kane came to this post after serving in various positions at the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority, the
last seven as director. Kane has been a staunch ally of ICASA, serving on a variety of special projects including ICASA’s Sexual
Violence Prevention Symposium.

Julie Hamos: Rep. Julie Hamos has been a longtime advocate for women’s rights and a catalyst for changing laws and
implementing policies to benefit rape survivors. Hamos was elected State Representative of the 18th District in 1998. Hamos served
on ICASA’s Public Affairs Committee from 1982-1986 and was a key force in passage of the Illinois Criminal Sexual Assault Act in
1984.



Rape crisis center advocates stand before the Illinois State Capitol in Springfield prior to visiting Senators and Representatives to discuss
legislation impacting sexual assault victims during Constituent Visit day on March 4.
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