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The discussion of effective and
promising practices in

preventing sexual assault is hampered
by a lack of useful research. The
Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault
(ICASA) and representatives from the
University of Illinois at Chicago have
worked diligently since 2001 to provide
research on this issue, including sexual
assault prevention program evaluation
projects in 2001 and 2006.
The 2001 project provided a strong

understanding of what aspects of
prevention programs were most
successful in the classroom. The project
led to the creation of ICASA’s Inside the
Classroom curriculum, featuring the six
most successful prevention programs.
The second phase of the evaluation
was a replication project that was
completed in 2006. The replication
project provided insight into whether a
program could be replicated by a
different educator in a different learning
environment. (e.g. urban to rural; rural
to urban). The replication project further
established the benefits of sexual
assault prevention education and will
continue to aid the prevention
programming efforts of rape crisis
centers throughout Illinois.
The following report provides a

detailed account of the evaluation
project.

Formulation
Traditional “treatment and control

group” designs offer little information
that is useful to sexual assault
prevention educators interested in
designing new interventions or
modifying existing interventions. The
only thing that treatment/no-treatment
studies can tell us is whether or not an
intervention is better than nothing at all.
If it is better or more cost-effective than
other interventions, all the better. If a
sexual assault prevention program is
able to change attitudes toward rape
more than no-treatment, can we really
say the intervention is effective at
preventing sexual assault? For sexual
assault prevention programs, the most
important question to ask is “Is this
intervention more effective than other
alternative interventions at changing
knowledge, beliefs, and behavioral
intentions regarding sexual assault?”
A major challenge to evaluating

sexual assault prevention programs is
the difficulty in assessing the actual
incidence of sexual assault. Take
interventions to prevent the onset of
smoking as an example: If several
years later long-term follow-ups reveal
that fewer teens in the intervention
group are smoking compared to the
control group, we can conclude that the
intervention was successful and can
clearly establish the effect the
intervention had on the behavior. The
problem with preventing sexual assault
is that it is very difficult or impossible to
know 5 or ten years later whether or
not a participant has committed sexual
assault.
This is true for several reasons:

Research provides
excellent backing for
education programs

Prevention continued on page 3
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Time to Overhaul System
“Rogue prosecutor.” The label

has been in the news
recently. It’s made in reference to Mike
Nifong, District Attorney of Durham
County, N.C. It’s not a compliment.
Nifong was given the moniker by North
Carolina’s Attorney General, for his
handling of the rape case against
three members of the Duke University
men’s lacrosse team. The charges
against the three players, who had
been accused in a gang rape of an

Afr ican-Amer ican
female stripper, were
dropped. Outcries
were heard across
the nation. How did
this happen? Why
were they ever
charged? What
followed were
apologies, apologies
and more apologies.
Hence the label

“rogue prosecutor.”
Now discussion has

begun on how to implement a process
to review a prosecutor’s charging
decision and make sure the wrong men
aren’t ever charged again. Maybe such
a process would enable someone to
review the decision, and perhaps to
change the decision.
Well, here in Illinois, we say bring on

this process. Let us find a way to
review prosecutor decisions, as long
as that process extends to the most
frustrating prosecutor decision in rape
cases – the decision not to prosecute.
When prosecutors prosecute sex

crimes, the message to victims is that
they are being heard, believed and
valued. The message to rapists is that
there are consequences to their
actions. The message to communities
is that rape is a crime that will be
punished.
The small number of rape

prosecutions reinforce victims’ beliefs
that their reports are not taken
seriously. And ultimately the small
number of prosecutions means rapists
aren’t punished for their actions.
Victims want prosecution of sexual

assault cases. They want to participate
in plea negotiations.
Victims deserve prompt, accurate

information regarding their cases. And
victims want recourse when their rights
are violated and when they are
dissatisfied with the prosecutor’s
decision.
Prosecutors operate with great

independence. They have the sole
authority to make decisions regarding
whether to prosecute cases and which
offenses will be charged. They do not
have to justify their decisions to
anyone; they are accountable only to
the citizens who elect them. Even then
they are not obliged to reveal the
rationale for their decisions.
Rape victims are often left out of the

prosecutorial process. They often know
little or nothing about the decisions
made about their cases. They are
rarely given choices. Their wishes
carry little weight in the prosecutor’s
decision making process. And when
the prosecutor decides to plea or not to
proceed at all, the victim has no
recourse. None.
This imbalance needs to change.

Here are a few ideas for achieving
more balance:

� Prosecutors need resources to
effectively and successfully
prosecute rape cases. This means
money for personnel, training

opportunities, and all the expenses
associated with successful trials.

� Victims should be provided with
legal representation. Prosecutors
represent the state, rather than
victims. Maybe they shouldn’t have
to balance both interests.

� Victims’ rights, guaranteed in the
Illinois Constitution, need to be
enforced. Enforcement mechanisms
and consequences for violations of
victims’ rights need to be added.

� Victims should be able to request
a review of their cases when they
believe a prosecutor has not
observed their rights or has
disregarded information or evidence
in making a decision to plea or
dismiss charges. That review should
be conducted by an independent
body that can elect to change the
prosecutor’s decision.

This viewpoint is a call to work
together. Justice for rape victims in
Illinois will be a reality when we
acknowledge the flaws in the justice
system and when we sit down at a
table, with victims, to create change.

Polly Poskin is Executive Director
of ICASA. Viewpoint appears regularly

in Coalition Commentary.

Polly
Poskin

WHEN prosecutorsprosecutors PROSECUTE

SEX CRIMES, THE MESSAGE TO VICTIMS

IS THAT THEY ARE BEING HEARD,

believedbelieved AND valuedvalued. THE
MESSAGE TO RAPISTS IS THAT THERE ARE

consequencesconsequences TO THEIR ACTIONS.
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WHAT IS ICASA?
The Illinois Coalition Against
Sexual Assault is a not-for-profit
corporation of 34 community-
based sexual assault crisis centers
working together to end sexual
violence. Each center provides 24-
hour crisis services, counseling
and advocacy for victims of sexual
assault and conducts educational
programs in Illinois communities.

MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Illinois Coalition
Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) is
to end sexual violence and to
alleviate the suffering of sexual
assault victims. This work is
inseparable from ICASA's
commitment to eliminate
oppression in all its forms. To
accomplish these goals, ICASA
advocates for public policy that
prevents sexual violence,
guarantees sensitivity to victims,
and promotes social justice. ICASA
uses the power of public education
to change beliefs and attitudes
about the causes and
consequences of sexual violence
and the devastation of oppression.
Through community programs that
provide advocacy, counseling and
education, ICASAworks for a safe,
free and just society.

SUBMISSIONS
ICASA welcomes submissions and
reserves the right to edit all
submissions. The Coalition
Commentary is published quarterly.

CONTACT INFORMATION
ICASA
100 North 16th St.
Springfield, IL 62703-1102
Phone: 217-753-4117
Website: www.icasa.org

STAFF
Executive Director: Polly Poskin
Editor: Sean Black

ICASA est. 1977

MARCH
ON THE
CAPITOL

Marchers converge
on the Illinois State
Capitol in
Springfield for a
rally to end sexual
violence. The
“Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes” march was
sponsored by the
Prairie Center
Against Sexual
Assault. It featured
men walking
through downtown
Springfield while
wearing women’s
shoes.

First, few men ever commit rape
(perhaps less than 1 in 10), and even
fewer get convicted (perhaps 1 in
1,000). Therefore, tracking rape
convictions would not be a practical
way to assess the effectiveness of a
rape prevention program.
Second, self-reporting as a rapist is

an extremely unsocially-desirable
behavior, much more so than smoking,
drinking, and other unhealthy or
delinquent behaviors. This makes the
reliable assessment of rape or sexual
coercion via self-report difficult or
impossible.
Therefore, instead of evaluating the

effectiveness of rape prevention
programs based on their ability to
prevent behavior (rape), the field
employs the use of proxy measures
such as rape supportive attitudes,
beliefs about gender stereotypes,
knowledge of rape-related information,

and behavioral intentions. However,
even using proxy measures, many
researchers have failed to find
significant effects of interventions.
Documenting the effectiveness of

interventions is hampered by several
factors.
Most are relatively minimal, low cost

interventions consisting of few
sessions, and/or are presented to large
groups of students. While the use of
minimal, low cost interventions isn’t
terrible (using aspirin to prevent stroke
and heart attacks is a minimal
intervention that can save hundreds or
thousands of lives each year), small
effect sizes require larger sample sizes
of students in order to detect significant
effects.
Most sexual assault prevention

research is still being conducted with
college students. The results of our
research with high school students
indicate that younger students change

Prevention
continued from page 1

Prevention continued on page 4
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more than older students. Thus, find-
ing treatment effects among college
populations is going to be difficult.
Outcome measures are inadequate.

Even if an intervention is effective at
making important changes among
participants, it is possible that these
changes would not be captured by
existing measures.
Even when interventions are found

to be effective in producing change
among students, measurement issues
make even these findings questionable.
Are we satisfied that important work is
being done when an intervention is
effective at teaching students to identify
rape myths and facts?

Dissemination Issues
When a more effective intervention

to treat depression is discovered, the
results are disseminated in research
journals that are read by professionals
and academics that then introduce new
techniques into their practices or pass
the new information on to students.
Prevention educators oftentimes do
not receive formal training in
prevention education, and are
oftentimes not consumers of academic
journals, which makes the
dissemination practices that are
common to medicine and psychology
less effective for sexual assault
prevention programs.

A New Paradigm
What I want to introduce here is a

new paradigm for evaluating the
effectiveness of sexual assault
prevention programs, and the results of
a series of studies that used this
paradigm to identify best practices in
sexual assault prevention programming.
The project began with a request from

ICASA to the author to assist the
Coalition in improving the effectiveness
of their educational rape prevention
programs. Initial discussions with ICASA
launched two simultaneous activities:

1. a review of the sexual assault
literature to identify promising
practices, and

2. a survey of ICASA’s 29 rape crisis
centers regarding the content and
characteristics of their sexual
assault prevention programs.

The survey of ICASA-affiliated rape
crisis centers taught us much about
existing practices in sexual assault
prevention. We learned that centers
primarily delivered their interventions in
schools, that agencies intervened with
students from kindergarten through
college, and that all agencies had at
least one program for high school
students.
However, much of the evidence for

‘best practices’ was based as much on
theory, experience, and speculation as
it was on hard science. Few sexual
assault interventions had ever been
tested against another intervention.
When looking only at interventions that
produced significant results, it appears
that any intervention can produce
changes in rape attitudes. Comparing
these ‘successful’ interventions to
interventions that did not produce
significant changes among participants
revealed only a few lessons learned.
Differences in measures make
conclusive comparisons impossible.
Again, measurement issues clouded

the usefulness of the research.
Disappointment with the literature

supported our next idea. Collectively,
ICASA prevention educators had
hundreds of years of prevention
experience among them. Why don’t we
learn from their experience and
expertise by engaging them in an
evaluation project? So that’s what we
set out to do. We began a series of
activities to develop and evaluate the
effectiveness of ICASA’s rape
prevention programs and to use the
results of that evaluation to improve
programming. The studies began in the
2001-2002 school year and a
replication study was conducted in the
2005-2006 school year.

Procedures
The educators and the evaluator

worked together for more than a year
to develop the outcome measures.
Separate measures were developed
for male and female students.
Psychometric analyses of this data
revealed adequate convergent validity,
internal consistency, and test-retest
reliability for each of the measures that
were developed for this project.

Prevention continued on page 5

Funding for the replication evaluation project in 2006 was provided by the
Illinois Violence Prevention Authority. This funding enabled us to assess the
effectiveness and replication potential of evaluated programs. ICASA thanks the
IVPA for supporting the critical work of prevention evaluation.
The following centers were pilot sites for the project:

� Belleville, Call for Help, Sexual Assault Victims Care Unit
� Carbondale, Rape Crisis Services of the Women’s Center, Inc.
� Charleston, Sexual Assault Counseling and Information Service
� Chicago Heights, YWCA South Suburban Center Sexual Violence and
Support Services

� Elgin, Community Crisis Center
� Hickory Hills, The Pillars Community Services
� Kankakee, Kankakee County Center Against Sexual Assault
� Macomb, Western Illinois Regional Council/Community Action Agency
Victim Services

� Peoria, The Center for Prevention of Abuse
� Quad Cities, Quad Cities Rape/Sexual Assault Counseling Program,
Family Resources, Inc.

� Rockford, Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling, Inc.
� Vandalia, Sexual Assault and Family Emergencies

ICASA thanks them for their efforts on this project.

Prevention
continued from page 3



The measures introduced here
were valuable not only for their
psychometric properties, although they
posses adequate reliability and validity,
but also for the procedures used in
their development. These measures
represent the intended outcomes of
sexual assault prevention programs as
agreed upon by 30 different prevention
educators. While the programs
represented among these 30 might be
more homogenous than a national
sample of educators, given that all of
the educators worked in Illinois and
were affiliated with ICASA, there
existed wide diversity in the group as
far as geography, gender, and racial
and sexual identity are concerned.
The educators served communities as
diverse as inner-city Chicago and East
St. Louis, suburban communities, and
rural/agricultural areas. While the
majority of educators were female, six
male educators participated in the
development process. Educators
represented Caucasian, African
American, Hispanic, and Asian
backgrounds, and served students of
equally diverse racial and ethnic
identities. The measures developed
from this project could arguably be
used for any sexual assault prevention
program delivered to male or female
junior high or high school students.
During the 2001-02 school year,
prevention educators administered
these questionnaires pre- and post-
intervention to more than 3,000 student
participants of their programs.

Statewide Outcome Evaluation

Star Performers
Data collected during the 2001-2002

school year was used to identify the
best performing agencies.

Best Practices
A variety of regression and

multivariate analyses were performed
in order to identify the content and
characteristics of programs that are
most associated with success. Listed
in Table 1 above are some of the key

findings to date that predict
improvement on the Illinois Rape Myth
Acceptance scale for male and female
students.

Dissemination
Following the outcome evaluation, a

number of dissemination activities
were instituted.

1. Each agency received a detailed
summary of their data as compared
to the statewide average.
2. A ‘best practices’ summary was
written up and distributed to

prevention educators describing the
results of the regression analyses
concerning the format, content, and
characteristics of interventions that
were positively and negatively
associated with positive outcomes
for male and female students.
3. These same results were
presented in discussion sessions to
small groups of prevention
educators in regional meetings.
4. The top performing educators
were identified, and they presented

NEWS
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TABLE 1: PREVENTION EDUCATION RESEARCH RESULTS
Characteristics of Prevention Programs Associated with Success
� More sessions are better than fewer
� Shorter sessions are better than longer sessions
� Amale/female team of prevention educators produces the overall best results
for both male and female students

� Younger students change more than older students

Content of Prevention Programs Associated with Success
� Discussing how to help a friend who has been assaulted
� Describing what you should do if you are victimized
� Addressing healthy relationship skills
� Identifying rape myths and presenting factual information
� Discussing gender roles
� Describing the school’s sexual harassment policy (especially for “high risk”
students)

� Discussing date rape drugs

Content of Prevention Programs Inversely Related to Change Scores on
the Ilinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale
� Presenting statistics and sexual assault definitions
� Discussing the negative consequences of committing rape
� Teaching about alcohol
� Addressing victim empathy
� Teaching students to avoid high risk situations
� Discussing the warning signs of an abusive partner

Presentation Formats of Programs Associated with Success
� Games
� Quizzes
� Handouts
� Survivor presentations

Presentation Formats of Programs Inversely Associated with Success
� Lecture
� Video
� Anonymous question box
� Drama

Prevention
continued from page 4

Prevention continued on page 18
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Super Bowl edition:

Snickers commercial
doesn’t satisfy
The commercial that caused the

greatest outrage and eventually
landed a spot on the bench
featured two men and a Snickers
bar. The ad showed the men
accidentally kissing while eating the
candy bar. In order to make up for
that “mistake,” they had to do
something manly, in this case pull
their chest hair off. Obviously the
homophobia associated with the ad
is blatant, and protests from various
groups led to the ad not being aired
after the initial showing. To make
matters worse though, the company
posted alternative endings on its
website. Among the endings was
one that had one of the men hit the
other over the head with a wrench
and the other man smash a car
hood on top of the other as reaction
to this kiss. It’s one thing to inflict
harm upon yourself, but the premise
that if men kiss they should hit each
other over the head with a wrench,
encourages and promotes violence
against gay men. It’s a horrible
message to send and one that
deserved to be benched.

A new car doesn’t
need strip show
Clothes were shed and gleeful

pandemonium ensued. That was
the feature of the advertisement by
Chevrolet that featured a pack of
men who whipped off their clothes
in the effort to touch a new Chevy
SUV driven by four women. The

truck, not the women, caused the
men to lose control because they
couldn’t keep “their hands off it.”
However, why did they need to take
off their clothes? It was supposed to
be humorous, but all it did was
objectify men in the same manner
that women are often objectified.
Turning the tables doesn’t make it
right.

GoDaddy.com needs
to go home
A perennial place in the world of

bad commercials for women belongs
to this Internet company. This year’s
ad featured a woman dancing on a
table for her “work” colleagues while
being graded on a scale of 1-10. The
ad only took four times to pass CBS
censors, a fact proudly
acknowledged by the company. It’s a
disgraceful continuation of bad ads
by a company that obviously doesn’t
care.

Violence shouldn’t be
method of celebration
In a world where violence is

common, Bud Light took it to a new
level in its advertisement featuring
the “face slap” as a new form of
congratulations. The ad shows
several different people, male and
female, slapping a friend in the face
instead of the traditional fist-bump
or high-five. It was supposed to be
funny, but in a nation where millions
of women and children are hit on a
daily basis, the ad instead left a
stinging reminder of what was
happening to somebody the same
time the ad was aired.

Regularly scheduled
programming:

Kudos to Spain
for taking stand
The Spanish government is

taking a sensible approach to
handling advertisements that
glamorize abusing women – it’s
banning them. In February, the
government banned an add by
clothing giant Dolce and Gabbana.
The advertisement shows a woman
pinned to the ground by a bare-
chested man holding her wrists.
Several other men stand by
watching passively. The Women’s
Institute of Spain, a government
agency, correctly said the ad
glorified violence.
Dolce and Gabbana responded

by stopping all advertising in the
country of Spain.
The advertisement was banned

in Italy in March and the fashion
house finally relented and pulled the
ad from the market.

Oh No!
Olay does uh oh
Olay is advertising its latest soap

by utizling the body of a nude
woman wrapped in a green ribbon.
This full page ad in magazines is
90% about the woman, with a small
Olay soap container in the right-
hand corner. I’m not sure why a
naked woman is the advertising
campaign for a soap, but it is both
sexist and objectifying.

SSoouunndd OOffff
Keeping a watchful eye on the portrayal of women in pop culture ...
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OOnn tthhee
SShheellff

Selection of material available from
ICASA’s library on working with
developmentally delayed clients. To
check out material, visit www.icasa.org.

Changing Attitudes, Changing
Lives.
Illinois Voices. 2006. 
The voices of more than 20 persons
with developmental disabilities speak
about their lives.

Creating a Balance. Promoting
Healthy Relationships and 
Preventing Sexual Assault of
People with Cognitive Disabilities.
Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual
Assault. 2003. 

Doing What comes Naturally?
Dispelling Myths and Fallacies
about Sexuality and People with
Developmental Disabilities.
Anderson, Orieda Horn. 2000. 
Challenges common beliefs about
the sexuality of people with
developmental disabilities and shows
caretakers how to help them meet
the social-sexual needs of the people
they love and serve.

Feeling Good About Yourself. A
Guide for People Working with
People who Have Disabilities or
Low Self-Esteem.
Blum, Gloria & Blum, Barry.  2004.

Genesis: In the Beginning.
Breaking the Cycle of Sexual
Abuse.
Anderson, Orieda Horn & Paceley,
Shirley. 2000.
Guide for parents, teachers and

others who are interested in the
prevention of sexual abuse of
children with disabilities.

IMPACT. Violence Against Women
with Developmental or Other
Disabilities.
University of Minnesota. 2000.
Collection of articles from a maga-
zine issue, including how to make
sexual assault services accessible to
people with disabilities.

Interviewing Skills to Use with
Abuse Victims who have
Developmental Disabilities 
Baladerian, Nora.  2004. 

Informed Consent, Sexuality and
People with Developmental
Disabilies. Strategies for 
Professional Decision-Making.
Griffin, Laura. 1999. 

My Body ... My Choice. 
Paceley, Shirley  2001. 
Book is for people with developmental
disabilities and it empowers them to
protect themselves from unwanted
touching and sexual abuse.

Partners in Social Change.
Working with the media.
Washington Coalition of Sexual
Assault Programs. 2005.
Articles on working with the media,
including working with the media
doing stories on people with
disabilities.

Researching Sexual Violence in
the Deaf Community. 
Obinna, Jennifer. 2005. 
Article on research into prevalence

and impact of sexual violence in the
deaf community.

Safe Beginnings. Protecting our
Children from Sexual Abuse.
Anderson, Orieda Horn & Paceley,
Shirley. 2003. 
A how-to book that can help reduce
the risk of sexual abuse for all children.

Serving Women with Disabilities:
A Guide for Domestic Abuse
Programs.
Myers, Leslie A. 1999.  
Guide for working with individuals
with disabilities and making
programs and services accessible.

The Power Inside. A skit about
personal power.
Walker, Amy. 2005.
Book to encourage empowerment
among people living in group homes.

Transcending Silence. A series
about speaking out and taking
action in our communities.
Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual
Assault.  2001.
Series includes a booklet on sexual
assault and people with disabilities,
the elderly, people with physical or
sensory disabilities and people with
psychiatric disabilities. 

Widening The Circle. Sexual
Assault/Abuse and People with
Disabilities and the Elderly.
Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual
Assault. 1998.  
Manual and video project to begin
to enhance our acknowledgement of
and response to sexual violence
throughout our communities.
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WCSAP ANNUAL CONFERENCE: STRENGTHENING SERVICES AND
OURSELVES
What: Event sponsored by the Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs.
Date: May 22-24, 2007
Where: Red Lion Olympia Hotel, Olympia, WA
More Information: www.wcsap.org

ICASA ANNUAL STATEWIDE CONFERENCE
What: Conference sponsored by the Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault features
multiple workshops, plenaries and events. 
Date: May 29-June 1, 2007
Where: Crowne Plaza, Springfield, IL
More Information: 217-753-4117

INTERNATIONAL FEMINIST SUMMIT
What: The feminist event is for all women who denounce the escalating violence and
oppression that mark the 21st Century and who rage against the continued exclusion
and silencing of women throughout the world. It will feature Catharine MacKinnon,
Sheila Jeffreys, Alix Olson, Purna Sen, Zilla Eisenstein and many others as speakers.
Date: July 17-20, 2007
Where: Townsville, Australia
More Information: www.feministagenda.org

NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT CONFERENCE: 
BRIDGES TO SOCIAL CHANGE
What: National conference sponsored by the National Sexual Violence Resource
Center, Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape and the Maryland Coalition Against
Sexual Assault. 
Date: Sept. 12-14, 2007
Where: Renaissance Harbor Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland
More Information: www.pcar.org

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON VIOLENCE, ABUSE AND TRAUMA
What: Sponsored by the Institute on Violence, Abuse and Trauma. This 12th Annual
Conference includes numerous plenaries and workshops. 
Date: Sept. 16-19, 2007
Where: Town and Country Resort and Convention Center, San Diego, CA.
More Information: www.ivatcenters.org
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As the blogs turn: Life online

Blogs are part of the Internet culture
—  for better or for worse. The choices
for blog reading are many. Blogs can be
a great spot for like-minded people to
find concurrent space in which to
discuss issues that concern women. 
As one of the leading blogs,

feministblogs.org, says, “Blogs are
independent, DIY media and that holds
a lot of promise for the feminist voices
that are marginalized, co-opted, or
simply silenced in the traditional
malestream media. We’re working
together to make the promise a reality,
and one of the ways we can do it is by
creating a site where bloggers can keep
up with each other and find new
audiences, and where readers can
discover new feminist blogs and follow
discussions. This is a non-sectarian
community, conversing under a big tent.
We have plenty of differences –
differences on specific issues,
differences on strategy, differences of
analysis. But having those discussions
is a vital part of the feminist community
that we are building. And in those
discussions we are united by our
commitment to women, our struggle for
equality, and our resistence to sexism.”
Finding blogs that focus on feminism

and the place of women in United States’
culture isn’t as easy and after finding a
blog, the reader has to be careful. Blogs
can provide an outlet for people to
chastise and spew words that will enrage
and hurt. Remember that blogs can
provide productive back and forth
dialogue, but it is not a guarantee.
The following are a sample of some

of the blogs worthy of a bookmark:

�� Feminist Blogs
www.feministblogs.org
Perhaps the grandmother of all the

feminist blogs, this site features a
wealth of information. It contains news
that will inspire, enrage and dishearten.
It is a self-entitled “community of
weblogs by self-identified feminists,

women’s liberationists, womanists, and
pro-feminist men.” The site syndicates
its weblogs, in order to raise awareness,
bring together feminist voices, and
promote cross-linking and discussion
among feminist bloggers.
The site is updated extensively

providing an outlet for voices from a
wide spectrum of community members.
It contains an excellent archival system
that can provide hours of entertainment.
The blog easily traverses between the
serious and the humorous, but does it
all from a feminist perspective.

�� Feministing 
www.Feministing.com
This is a professional blog/website vs.

the single-person blogs that proliferate the
Internet. The site focuses on giving
women, especially young women, a
chance to voice their opinion, saying,
“Young women are rarely given the
opportunity to speak on their own behalf
on issues that affect their lives and futures.
Feministing provides a platform for us to
comment, analyze and influence.”
Much more organized like a website

and not a traditional blog.
The topics range far and wide, from

the media, pressures young women feel
and other items. The site will also sell

you T-Shirts and other tokens. 

�� Tiffany’s Blog
Blackfeminism.org
The traditional one-person blog,

Tiffany in this case, that focuses on the
intersection of race and sexism. It isn’t
updated as often as others, but provides
a needed perspective.

�� Boston Women’s Health Book
Collective
www.ourbodiesourselves.org
The website and blog for the authors

of the book, “Our Bodies Ourselves.”
The group is a nonprofit, public interest
women’s health education, advocacy,
and consulting organization. It has been
in existence for more than 35 years and
focuses on the women’s health
movement.

�� Rachel’s spot
blog.lib.umn.edu/raim0007/RaeSpot/
Another traditional one-person blog,

this focuses on the role of media in its
presentation of women, with a special
focus on hip-hop music. It provides a
unique perspective that usually isn’t
discussed on most feminist blogs. The
author is a student at the University of
Minnesota. She is most known for the
documentary Nobody Knows My Name,
distributed by Women Make Movies,
about women in hip-hop. 

�� A New Leif
Msmagazineblogs.com/newleif
One of two blogs sponsored by Ms.

Magazine and found as an offshoot of
the magazine’s website. This blog aims
to use humor as part of its message,
utilizing the catch phrase “who says
feminists don’t have a sense of humor”

�� Sinistergirl
msjared.blogspot.com/index.html
A one-person blog that focuses on

the issue of sexual abuse and sexual
assault. Includes news links and
commentaries. It also incorporates
personal humor into the situation and a
lot of information on cats. 

Feminist blogs live
large on Internet

CAUGHT ON THE WEB
ICASA’s website,
www.icasa.org, continues
to evolve. Listed below is
recent information made
available on the site.

�� Bill Tracker
The 2007 legislative session is moving
along. A list of bills ICASA is following
closely can be found in the Legal Issues
section of the website. Each bill has its
own folder but a synopsis of the bills can
be found in the Bill Tracker section.

�� Sound Off
If something in the media or elsewhere
has caught your eye, you and anyone
else is welcome to voice their opinion
in the Sound Off section of the Bulletin
Board 



CENTER INFORMATION

10 Coalition Commentary, Spring 2007

Riverview Center, Inc. hosted its
11th Annual Duck Derby on Oct. 7-8,
2006. The event featured thousands of
ducks floating down the Galena River
and raised more than $15,000 for the
center. It was held in conjunction with
the Galena County Fair.

Riverview Center staged
a successful production of
the Vagina Monoluges on
Feb. 16-17. The event drew
more than 500 spectators
and raised $11,000 for the
center. This year’s theme
for the show was reclaiming

peace and women in combat zones.
The cast included Riverview Center Inc.
staff Dawn Goerdt and Kim Grace and
volunteer Krystal Frey. The production
increased awareness about sexual
assault for the community.
On Feb. 21, Riverview Center

hosted a community luncheon and
presentation regarding the
implementation of a court watch
program in Jo Daviess County. Pam
Wiseman, Director of Safe Passage in
DeKalb, was the featured speaker. The
event brought together almost 50
community members interested in
establishing a court watcher program.

Central

�� Charleston
SACIS’ annual Christmas ornament

sale raised more than $4,300 for the
agency. This year’s ornament featured

the word “dream.” 
SACIS staff

member Jane Wilson,
Director of Counseling
Services, presented a

research poster titled “Modification of
Sexual Arousal to Sexual Abuse Cues
in an Adult Survivor of Childhood
Sexual Abuse” at the National
Cognitive Behaviors and Therapies
Conference in Chicago in November.

Quack up: Galena goes ducky;

Riverview Center, Inc., in Galena held a
production of “The Vagina Monologues” during
February. More than 500 people attended the
two shows and the event raised $11,000 for the
center. Several center staff and volunteers
participated in the production, which was held
in Dubuque, Iowa.

Ducks line up for the finish of the 11th Annual Duck Derby hosted by Riverview Center Inc., in Galena. The
event, which took place on the Galena River, raised more than $15,000 for the center. 

Quack continued on page 11

Riverview Center benefits
from annual Duck Derby

Rubber ducks are dumped into the Galena river
to begin the 11th Annual Duck Derby hosted by
the Riverview Center, Inc., in Galena. The
event raised more than $15,000 for the center.
Prizes are awarded to the person whose duck
crosses the finish line first.
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�� Springfield
The Prarie Center Against Sexual

Assault sent men into the streets and
they were wearing high heels.
PCASA held its first “Walk a Mile in

Her Shoes” March to end rape, sexual
assault and gender violence on April
21. The event drew more than 100
marchers who walked through
downtown springfield, culminating in a
rally in front of the State Capitol. More
than 30 men wore women’s shoes
during the march to bring awareness to
the issue. 
The rally included a keynote

address from rape survivor Ellen
Domerwitz and State Sen. Larry
Bomke addressed the crowd. The
event raised more than $5,000 for
PCASA and generated extensive local
publicity.
A cast of more than 20 Illinois

College students, faculty, staff and
alumni performed the “Vagina
Monologues” Feb. 11-12 in
Jacksonville. Proceeds from the event
benefited the Prairie Center Against
Sexual Assault. Jordan Homer of
Chatham produced the play as part of
the Gender and Women’s Studies
Program.
Illinois College held its first Take

Back the Night March on March 29.
The event featured a speech by Illinois
Coaltion Against Sexual Assault
Executive Director Polly Poskin.The
crowd met at Illinois College and then
marched to MacMurry College where
another rally was held.

�� Kankakee
B-I-N-G-O was the name of the

fundraiser. 
The Iroquois Sexual Assault

S e r v i c e s ,
o u t r e a c h
office of KC-
CASA, held
its annual Basket Bingo fundraiser in

Springfield men take a walk

Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault held a “Walk a Mile In Her Shoes” march on April 21. The event
featured men wearing women’s shoes walking through downtown Springfield. More than 100 people
participated in the event that culminated in a rally at the Illinois State Capitol. 
Photos: Top: Men line up at the beginning of the march.
Bottom Left: Illinois State Senator Larry Bomke spoke at the rally. 
Bottom Right: The men wore a variety of shoes from bathroom slippers to red high heels.

Quack
continued from page 10

Quack continued on page 13
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ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
Northwest CASA
Hotline: 888-802-8890 Business: 847-806-6526

AURORA
Mutual Ground, Inc.
Hotline: 630-897-8383 Business: 630-897-8989

BELLEVILLE
Call for Help/Sexual Assault Victim’s Care Unit
(SAV-U)
Hotline: 618-397-0975 Business: 618-397-0975

BLOOMINGTON
Stepping Stones Sexual Assault Services
Hotline: 800-570-7284 Business: 309-622-0461

CARBONDALE
Rape Crisis Services of the Women’s Center, Inc.
Hotline: 618-529-2324 Business: 618-549-4807

CHARLESTON/MATTOON
Sexual Assault Counseling and Information
Service (SACIS)
Hotline: 888-345-2846 Business: 217-348-5033

CHICAGO
Chicago Hotline: 888-293-2080

Community Counseling Centers of
Chicago/Quetzal Center
Business: 773-765-0612

Mujeres Latinas En Accion
Business: 312-226-1544

YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, Harris Center,
Sexual Violence and Support Services
Business: 773-955-3100

YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, Loop, Sexual
Violence and Support Services
Business: 312-762-2772

Rape Victim Advocates
Business: 312-663-6303

CHICAGO HEIGHTS
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, South Suburban
Center, Sexual Violence and Support Services
Hotline: 708-748-5672 Business: 708-754-0486

DANVILLE
R.E.A.C.H.
Hotline: 217-443-5566 Business: 217-446-1337

DECATUR
Growing Strong Sexual Assault Center
Hotline: 217-428-0770 Business: 217-428-0770

DEKALB
Safe Passage
Hotline: 815-756-5228 Business: 815-756-7930

ELGIN
Community Crisis Center, Inc. 
Hotline: 847-697-2380 Business: 847-697-2380

GALENA
Riverview Center, Inc., Sexual Assault
Prevention & Intervention Services
Hotline: 888-707-8155 Business: 815-777-8155

GLEN ELLYN
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, West Suburban
Center, Sexual Violence and Support Services
Hotline: 630-971-3927 Business: 630-790-6600

AArroouunndd tthhee
TTRRAAIINNIINNGG TTAABBLLEE

A LOOK AHEAD
Highlights of upcoming trainings facilitated by ICASA’s Training Institute.

STATEWIDE SEXUAL ASSAULT CONFERENCE: 
2007 TRENDS AND ISSUES
MAY 29-31, SPRINGFIELD
ICASA will host its annual statewide conference at the Crowne Plaza in
Springfield. The event begins with an evening reception on Tuesday, May 29.
The conference kicks off the morning of Wednesday, May 30 with a general
session featuring Vednita Carter on “The Violence of Prostitution.” The session
will discuss prostitution as violence against women and girls, and examine the
abuse of power and control against the victims.
A recognition luncheon will take place on Wednesday. ICASA will present the
2007 Moxie awards to five honorees for their creative efforts to combat sexual
violence. 
The afternoon will include workshops on the online sexual exploitation of
children, reaching Arab-American survivors and reaching underserved
populations. 
ICASA will host a forum “Prostitution - What’s It Really Like?” on Wednesday
evening. The event will teach participants about the dynamics of prostitution  and
its impact on the community. It will be held at the Hoogland Center for the Arts
in Springfield.
Thursday’s activites are highlighted by workshops that include information on
art therapy, confidentiality, clinical supervision and prevention education.
The conference ends with a general session by Sujata Warrier on “Engaging
Cultural Differences in Sexual Violence Cases.” The session will examine the
notion of culture through the many centuries that the term has been used. It will
then provide a critical redefinition of culture to include intersection and
interconnection of all forms of oppression. 
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GURNEE
Lake County Council Against Sexual Assault
Hotline: 847-872-7799
Business: 847-244-1187

HICKORY HILLS
The Pillars Community Services
Hotline: 708-482-9600
Business: 708-741-4500

JOLIET
Sexual Assault Service Center 
Guardian Angel Community Services
Hotline: 815-730-8984
Business: 815-729-0930

KANKAKEE
Kankakee County Center Against Sexual
Assault
Hotline: 815-932-3322
Business: 815-932-7273

MACOMB
Western Illinois Regional Council/Community
Action Agency Victim Services
Hotline: 309-837-5555
Business: 309-836-2148

MCHENRY
Pioneer Center/Voices Program
Hotline: 800- 892-8900
Business: 815- 344-1230

PEORIA
The Center for the Prevention of Abuse -
Innerstrength
Hotline: 309-691-4111
Business: 309-691-0551

PRINCETON
Freedom House, Inc.
Hotline: 800-474-6031
Business: 815-872-0087

QUAD CITIES
Quad Cities Rape/Sexual Assault Counseling
Program, Family Resources Inc.
Hotline: 309-797-1777
Business: 309-797-6534

QUINCY
Quanada Sexual Assault Program
Hotline: 800-369-2287
Business: 217-223-2030

ROCKFORD
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling, Inc. (RSAC)
Hotline: 815-636-9811
Business: 815-636-9811

SPRINGFIELD
Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault
Hotline: 217-753-8081
Business: 217-744-2560

STERLING
YWCA of the Sauk Valley
Hotline: 815-626-7277
Business: 815-625-0333

STREATOR
ADV & SAS
Hotline: 800-892-3375
Business: 815-673-1552

URBANA
A Woman’s Fund, Inc., Rape Crisis Services
Hotline: 217-355-5203
Business: 217-355-5214

VANDALIA
Sexual Assault and Family Emergencies (SAFE)
Hotline: 800-625-1414
Business: 618-283-1414

Watseka in Sept. 2006. The event
raised more than $1,000 to support the
services in Iroquois County, while
providing a unique opportunity to get
the word out about sexual abuse and
the services ISAS provides to victims.
More than 30 businesses and
individuals sponsored Longaberger
baskets that were sold during the
event.  ISAS staff Marcie Sheridan and
Ricki Sharp coordinated the event
along with volunteers Kami Garrison,
Vikki Gross, and Bev Templeton.

Quad Cities
It’s anniversary time for

Rape/Sexual Assault Counseling &
Advocacy Program of Family
Resources, Inc. The center is
celebrating its 30th year of providing
services. An Open House on April 4
kicked off the celebration plans. 

North
Gurnee
Lake County Council Against Sexual

Assault unveiled a new presence on the
Internet at
www.LacasaStopRape.org.
The website provides
more information about

LaCASA and secure registration for
upcoming events.

Chicago
Rape Victim Advocates
RVA held an open house on March

13 to welcome the
community to its new
Central Office. The new
office provides RVA with
much-needed additional
counseling and training
space — not to mention
windows.

YWCA Metropolitan Chicago
Harris Center
In Feb., the center was the

beneficiary of a production of The
Vagina Mololgues
at McCormick
Theological Semin-
ary. The event raised $1,600 for the
center and featured staff Tennille
Power and Kat Cook among the cast. 

South
Vandalia
The Salem Theatre welcomed a

different show as S.A.F.E. culminated
its  annual Take Back
the Night march with a
rally inside the theatre
located in Salem. The
event featured more
than 100 participants. The group
marched from the Marion County
Courthouse to the theatre. 

Rape Victim Advocates staff members (from left to right) Lynda Wells-Nash, Tara Bryant Edwards
and Vicky DiProva talk with Sharmili Majumar from Sarah’s Inn during an open house celebrating
RVA’s move to new office space in Chicago.

Quack
continued from page 11
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Why Imus 
matters

JJJJuussttiicceeuussttiicceeAn
d

By Melena Amusa
www.colorlines.org

"It's no accident that this talk show
host, a powerful force in our
commercial culture, hangs black
women by the very thing that culture
seeks to straighten - our hair - and, by
extension, our identity."

There's been no shortage of people
lining up this week to criticize Don
Imus' now-infamous remarks. National
organizations, political leaders and
pundits have all gone on record – as
well they should.
But in the race to condemn his

racism, a big piece of the puzzle has
fallen off the table: namely, the fact
that Imus chose to degrade black
people in general by attacking black
women in particular.
Imus has proven, yet again, that in

America today racism remains
gendered – and gender is undeniably
seen through the prism of race.
No, black women, thank God, aren't

still standing on auction blocks, having
their hair and bodies assessed for
quality. But from the birth of the nation
to this moment, the lives of black
women have been subjected to
unrelenting degradation in the media
and culture.
Imus' remarks must be seen

through that history – which,
unfortunately, is alive and well.
Think about it. Top-rated daytime

shows have more baby-daddy drama
than real-life Family Court, invariably
presenting black women as

oversexualized and vindictive vamps.
And these shows don't claim to be
hyperbole like mainstream rap music,
which has practically built an entire
industry by tearing down black women.
Or look at "Flavor of Love," the hit VH1
show built around a bevy of scantily
clad women, mostly of color, throwing
"b---h" and "ho" at each other to gain
the affections of veteran rapper Flavor
Flav.
Most famously, we all remember the

welfare queen, the mythic, greedy
single black mother who pimped the
system and our taxes for her own
benefit. That image helped turn whites
against public assistance, fueling the
welfare reform movement of the
1990s.
Imus is just the latest chapter in this

long, twisted American struggle. What
he makes clear is that the battle
between men and women doesn't just
intersect race; it runs parallel to it all
the time.
In fact, American culture is so

addicted to race-based gender
intolerance that when it begins
showing symptoms, as it did with Imus'
hate speech, our national leaders can't
call it out for what it really is: evidence
of this awful legacy.
It's no accident that this talk show

host, a powerful force in our
commercial culture, hangs black
women by the very thing that culture
seeks to straighten - our hair - and, by
extension, our identity.
Imus cannot be blamed for the

What is a
multicultural
institution or
organization?
A multicultural institution or

community is one that includes
people from diverse cultural
backgrounds and social groups
as “stakeholders” with legitimate
claims to share in the community
or institution’s mission, work,
responsibilities and benefits.  It is
also a place where members of
different cultural and social
groups are actively included in
the central decisions that shape
the community or institution.
Multicultural communities and

institutions involve members of
all cultural and social groups as
equal partners in all its
enterprises – social, political and
economic. 
Finally, the multicultural

community or institution reflects
a commitment to the
empowerment of all people and
the elimination of oppression and
social injustice.

Adapted from work 
of Bailey Jackson

Imus continued on page 15
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whole sordid story. He didn't create the
stereotypes he parrots. But we can
blame the stations that showcase him
and others like him.
In the end, if we learn something

from all of this, it must be that we can't
be vigilant about beating back racism
without understanding and challenging
the racialized sexism that results not
from individuals but from the
institutions that drive popular culture
and politics.
And so, as we respond to Imus

personally and politically, we must find
opportunities to celebrate the
contributions of everyday black
women. If, instead, we spend our news
cycles repeating that Imus has got to
go – then perpetuating the same old
stereotypes – we will have fueled the
very cycle we aim to break.
Rutgers sophomore forward

Heather Zurich – ironically, one of the
white players on the team – put it this
way yesterday: "Our moment was
taken away. ... our moment to realize
how far we had come." Unfortunately,
the same can be said about what the
culture has done to black women
throughout our history.

REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION:
ColorLines magazine,
www.colorlines.com

AAAAllllllllFo
r “There is a way to look at the past.

Don’t hide from it. It will not catch
you – if you don’t repeat it.”

PPeeaarrll BBaaiilleeyy

Imus
continued from page 14Working definitions ...

Oppression A system of structured disequality where
the goods, services, rewards, privilege 

and benefits of society are available to some 
individuals and not others according to their 

presumed membership in a socially identified group.
[Root word of oppression is “press”]

Racism A system of oppression and 
advantage based on race/color.

Prejudice A pre-judgment based on myths, mission or
misinformation or stereotypes about people 

of a particular social or cultural group. 
An attitude, opinion or feeling usually
formed without personal experience.

Discrimination -Behavior based on a prejudice; a showing of
prejudice in treatment; 

specific policies or actions directed 
against the welfare of a group.

Privilege -Choices, entitlements, advantages, benefits,
assumptions and expectations granted 

based on membership in the 
culturally dominant group.

Internalized Oppression -The involuntary belief by people
of a target group (women,

Jews, people of color etc.) that the 
stereotypes and uses about them are true.

Ally -One whose personal commitment to dismantling
oppression is reflected in a willingness 

to educate oneself about the oppression, 
challenge one’s own prejudices, learn and 

practice the skills of anti-oppression, and interrupt 
oppressive remarks, behaviors, policies and

institutional structures.

Information provided by the ICASA Training Institute

“I“INJUSTICENJUSTICE
ANYWHEREANYWHERE ISIS AA

THREATTHREAT TOTO JUSTICEJUSTICE
EVERYWHEREEVERYWHERE.”.”
Martin Luther King Jr.
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Jacque Hollander is paving aroad of hope for other victims.  
In 1988, when Hollander was raped

at gunpoint by the late iconic singer
James Brown in South Carolina, high
profile rape cases were extremely
rare. In fact, a rape victim standing up
against a well-known celebrity was
virtually unheard of. It would be three
years before the rape trial of William

Kennedy Smith and
four years before
Mike Tyson’s
prosecution for rape.
Hollander compared
her quest for help
after the sexual
assault and
subsequent
harassment and
stalking to
“screaming in a
forest fire.”  
Hollander

believes that if she had made a police
report the day of her sexual assault
she would be dead.  The disparity of
power between Hollander and her
attacker was simply insurmountable.  
“I did not have the support that the

young ladies today have,” Hollander
said.  
She finally relocated to the Chicago

area to escape the continuing
harassment, intimidation and threats
from James Brown and his
representatives that she had endured
for so many years in South Carolina.
Today’s sexual assault victims have

greater resources for dealing with the
aftermath of their victimization,
including much greater access to rape
crisis centers. But the scales of justice
are still decidedly tipped in favor of
perpetrators who often harass and
intimidate their victims until long after
the two-year statute of limitations for
filing a civil lawsuit has expired.

When Hollander was eventually
strong enough to seek accountability
from James Brown for his actions, she
found that the doors to the courthouse
were closed. She is still shocked that
victims are often unable to have their
day in court. She finds it “unbelievable
that in our century the courts open
their doors to predators and close
them to victims.”
On January 5, 2005, Hollander filed

a civil lawsuit against James Brown
and Brown Enterprises in the United
States District Court for the Northern
District of Illinois.  Her attorney argued
that the civil statute of limitations
should not have expired yet because
Brown continued to threaten and
intimidate Hollander, and because she
continued to experience injuries
caused by the rape. The court
rejected her claim.
In 2006, the Seventh Circuit Court

of Appeals upheld the lower court’s
dismissal of Hollander’s case, and on
April 2, 2007, the U.S. Supreme Court
turned down Hollander’s final appeal
for justice.  
While Hollander is disappointed by

the Supreme Court’s decision, her
disappointment lies in the knowledge
that another victim will have to knock
on the door of the Supreme Court.  
“I didn’t go (to the Supreme Court)

for Jacque Hollander, I went in for
other victims,” Hollander said. “I knew
the odds were slim, but it was part of
a road for hope.  It was part of paving
that road.”
Hollander is now working with

ICASA to pave that road. Motivated by
Hollander’s story, ICASA staff drafted
a bill that would stop the statute of
limitations from running while a sexual
assault victim is being harassed or
intimidated by a perpetrator, or by a
person the perpetrator knew or should
have known was acting on his behalf.
ICASA staff is actively working with
supportive legislators, and the bill (HB
1462) is moving through the Illinois
General Assembly.1
Hollander said that if the bill had

existed prior to what happened to her,
Brown could have been held
accountable for the sexual assault and
other victims might have been spared.
She said that victims need time to
heal psychologically and physically
after being sexually assaulted and that
it is “ludicrous” to expect a victim who
is being harassed to heal in two years.  
“To expect a victim who is

frightened and scared to go into a
courtroom and face a perpetrator is
wrong,” Hollander said. “If a victim is
being harassed and threatened, she is
not going to file a civil lawsuit.  She is
focused on survival.”
She explained that this bill says to

victims, “We are not going to let you
walk in fear.  Our law covers you and
keeps you warm until the day you
walk through those courtroom
doors.”
Hollander now sees a purpose to

all that she has endured since her
1988 sexual assault.  At the time of
the assault, Hollander was a record
producer and songwriter.  She was
“loving life.” Over the years, she has
wondered why she had to endure so
much pain.
She said that she got her answer

when she attended ICASA’s Public
Affairs Committee meeting for the first
time in March and when she walked
into the Capitol building the next day to
attend a committee hearing for the bill. 
“I wasn’t alone anymore … after a

long journey.”  She called the day of
the committee hearing the “most
important day” of her life.  
While Hollander’s road has been

difficult, she is glad that she kept
trying to seek justice, not just for
herself, but for every victim. In her
words, “My prayer for everyone is that
no woman ever has to walk in my
shoes again.” 

1The text of HB 1462 can be
viewed at www.ilga.gov.

ICASA paralegal Libby Shawgo
contributed to this article.

LYN M.
SCHOLLETT

Hollander: Advocate for Change
Chicago woman works
to change state law for
victims of sexual assault
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DuPage County
On Dec 6, 2006, Judge

Michael Burke sentenced
Gamaliel Avila to 12 years in
prison after he was
convicted of criminal sexual

assault. Avila admitted assaulting his
teenage daughter multiple times
between 2004 and 2006. 

DuPage County
On Sept. 21, 2006, Judge

Perry Thompson sentenced
Danny Johnson to eight
years in prison for sexually
assaulting an 18-year-old

neighbor. He was convicted of one
count of criminal sexual assault. 

DuPage County
On Oct. 30, 2006, Judge

Mark Dwyer sentenced
David Lopez to nine years in
prison for sexual assaulting
a 15-year-old girl in 2004.

Lopez, who was 28-years-old at the
time of the assault, was convicted of
two counts of aggravated criminal
sexual abuse.

DuPage County
On Sept. 25, 2006, Judge

Kathryn Creswell sentenced
Johnathon Valenti to 50
years in prison after he was
convicted of two counts of

aggravated criminal sexual assault.
Valenti repeatedly sexually assaulted
his two adopted daughters for more
than 15 years. 

Edgar County
In November 2006, a 15-

year-old girl was sexually
assaulted over Thanksgiving
weekend. The State’s
Atttorney’s office charged

the victim with illegal consumption of
alcohol by a minor. Additionally, at the

scene, the outcry witness was charged
with battery when the perpetrator’s
girlfriend attempted to assault the
victim. It took almost six weeks for the
known perpetrator to be interviewed by
police. The perpetrator has still not
been charged.

In January, following
extensive advocacy on the
part of REACH staff in the
Paris office, the illegal
consumption of alcohol by a

minor charge to be dropped by Edgar
County Assistant State’s Attorney Allen
Bell.

Iroquois County
On Sept. 27, 2006,

Judge Gordon Lustfeldt
sentenced Timothy
Rademacher to 30 years in
prison after he entered a

blind plea to one count of predatory
criminal sexual assault and one count
of criminal sexual assault.
Rademacher abused two boys at the
church where he was serving as
minister. In rendering his decision,
Judge Lustfeldt noted the devastating
impact the crime had on the victims,
their families, and the community.  Both
victims’ families wrote powerful victim

impact statements for the sentencing
hearing.  The case was investigated by
Lt. Randy Eimen of the Iroquois County
Sheriff’s Department and prosecuted
by Iroquois County State’s Attorney Jim
Devine.

Kane County
In April, Casey Keil was

sentenced to seven years in
prison after pleading guilty to
aggravated criminal sexual
abuse. The then 21-year-old

man sexually assaulted a then 13-
year-old neighbor twice in October of
2005. Police were able to recover DNA
evidence that linked Keil to the crime,
and he was sentenced to the maximum
penalty. Keil will have to register as a
sex offender and serve two years of
parole after his release.

Vermillion County
On Nov. 21, 2006

Vermillion County Judge
Michael Clary sentenced
William Phillips to 10 years
in prison for criminal sexual

assault.

Winnebago County
The Illinois Appellate

Court overturned the 2005
conviction of Harold Miles,
who was convicted of the
1987 aggravated criminal

sexual assault of a victim under the
age of 13. Miles avoided arrest on the
charge until 2004. He bonded out and
a trial was held in absentia. The case
was overturned because the
Winnebago County Clerk’s office sent
a certified notice of the trial to an
incorrect address for Miles. The victim,
who is now 29 years old, would like
Miles tried again. Assistant State’s
Attorney Alison Meason is handling the
case.

THUMBS UP ...
THUMBS DOWN A summary of legal decisions in Illinois

Law Book Available

The 2007 version of ICASA’s
manual, “The Law Book” Illinois
Criminal Sexual Assault Act and
Related Statutes is available from
ICASA. 
The manual provides updates to

long-standing statutes and
includes legislation passed during
2006. 
For more information on this

manual please contact ICASA at
217-753-4117.
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their prevention programs to their
peers in regional discussion
sessions.
5. The top performing educators
worked with a curriculum developer
to develop their interventions into
publishable curricula.  These
curricula, together titled “Inside the
Classroom” were published by
ICASA in 2004.
6. ICASA staff also provided
information on the project and a
copy of “Inside the Classroom” to all
other state sexual assault coalitions.
ICASA staff or Dr. Schewe also
presented information on the project
at conferences in Illinois, Iowa,
Kentucky, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania.

Study 3: Replication Project

During the 2005-2006 school year,
13 agencies implemented one or more
of the six “Inside the Classroom”
curriculum, and evaluated the
outcomes of the interventions with their
students.  All but one of the curricula
were implemented by three different
agencies. 
Overall, the replication project was

successful: Agencies were able to use
the Inside the Classroom curricula and
achieve positive outcomes.  All
curricula were useful in boosting both
overall as well as specific outcomes. In
2002, the average curricula increased
students’ scores on the IRMA by .33. In
2005 using Inside the Classroom, the
average increase in IRMA scores
ranged between .33 and .39,
depending on whether matched or
independent samples data was used.
In one example, Center A achieved
better outcomes in 2005 replicating
Center B’s curriculum than it did in
2002 implementing its own curriculum.
Furthermore, Center A was as
successful as Center B at
implementing the Center B’s
curriculum in 2005.
However, examining the data from

each individual agency qualify the
overall positive results.  For instance,

agencies that participated in the
replication project generally had better
outcomes when they implemented
their own curriculum (in 2002)
compared to when they implemented
another agency’s curriculum (in 2005).
This result should be qualified by the
observation that agencies that
participated in the Replication Project
were generally agencies that
performed well above average in the
2002 evaluation. Examining just the
2005 data, agencies implementing
their own curriculum generally
outperformed the agencies that
replicated another agency’s
curriculum. For example, when Center
C implemented the Center C
curriculum they outperformed Center D
and Center F when they implemented
the Center C curriculum.
Another qualification of the overall

positive results is the observation that
agencies that implemented multiple
curricula had similar outcomes
regardless of which curriculum they
were implementing. This observation
might suggest that educators’

experience and skill level might be as
important as the content and format of
the curriculum that they are
implementing.

Conclusion
The outcome of ICASA’s research

projects in 2001 and 2006 with
prevention education programs for
teenagers has laid an excellent
groundwork for future educational
programs. The information gathered
has provided guidance for both content
and teaching strategies in a variety of
settings.  
Agencies that utilize the Inside the

Curriculum program continue to
perform at a high level and agencies
that had not been at that same high
level improved their performance upon
replicating of the top six programs.
ICASA looks forward to continued
research efforts on sexual violence
prevention programs 

For more information on this project
or a copy of the complete report

please call ICASA at 217-753-4117.

A DAILY WALK
The Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault in Springfield held a “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes”
March during April. The event drew more than 100 marchers, including over 30 men who
wore women’s shoes. It culminated in a rally at the State Capitol. For more information on
center events, please see pages 10-13.

Prevention
continued from page 5
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OPINION

Using Cash to Deter Rape in America

Most men don’t rape.  Statistics
imply that most men always,

and only, have sex in conditions of
mutuality and respect.
But as we know, a significant

number of men do commit rape.  And
for the most part, they blend in
seamlessly with the men around them
— the ones who never violate girls and
women.
In addition to the fact that rapists

mostly look and act and sound like
men who are trustworthy in intimate
settings, rapists have this in common
with the majority of men: they spend
most of their time NOT raping.  Like
most people, they mostly engage in
activities like working, sleeping, eating,
socializing, and studying.  
I point this out because I think it

proves that men who rape are
perfectly capable of refraining from
rape.  If you listen to survivors of the
most common kind of rape—rape by
non-strangers—you will find that even
men who rape are perfectly capable of
engaging in sexual relations with girls
and women that are based in mutual
desire and volition.  In other words,
boys and men who rape are
frequently, and often mostly, having
sex that is not forced.  William
Kennedy Smith, Kobe Bryant, Mike
Tyson, no one can deny that these
men — all who have been credibly
accused of rape — also have been
known to have consensual sex.
So what does it mean that men who

do rape are perfectly capable of
responding to “no,” of waiting until they
have a true and meaningful yes before
they engage in sex? I think it means,
very simply, that men who rape do so
because they can. 
Part of why men rape with impunity,

of course, is the American criminal
justice system.  While police and
prosecutors are occassionaly aggressive

and effective against that minority of
rapists who leap out of bushes or break
into homes, they are astonishingly
ineffectual when it comes to
responding to rape the way it is
perpetrated against most survivors.
And in America, where cash is king,

and the capitalist system leads the way
in almost every arena—from the
provision of health care to the cleaning
of the environment—there has not yet
been a real push to attach FINANCIAL
consequences to rape.
Fortunately, in Illinois, we now have

tools with revolutionary potential.  In
order to leverage the proven ability of
cash to change and influence men’s
behavior, the Illinois legislature
enacted the Gender Violence Act,
which allows rape survivors to sue
their perpetrators for money.  Last
year, I helped one of my clients use the
law to obtain a multi-million dollar
verdict against the classmate who
raped her.
The defendant was in many ways

just your typical student.  A bit taller
than average, perhaps, and maybe
more coordinated — he was a varsity
athlete. But in general, pretty “normal.”
He’d had girlfriends.  He’d had
consensual sex with women at his
school.  He wasn’t some drooling,
violent, pathological, obviously crazed
maniac who went on a crime spree.
He just decided one night that he
wasn’t going to take no for an answer.
And believing he’d get away with it, he
forced sex on my client.
But now he has a gigantic debt

hanging over his head.  A legal
judgment says he owes more than two
million dollars to his victim.  It’s a debt
that he can’t void through bankruptcy.
It’s a debt we can use to garnish his

wages, once he graduates. It’s a legal
obligation that means if he comes into
money through inheritance, or work, or
by winning the lottery, we get to see it
turned over to the woman he raped,
until the debt is satisfied.
He was never sentenced to jail time.

He was never charged with a felony.
The criminal system was about as
effective against him as you might
predict.  But, he is not walking away
scot-free.  Not like most rapists, not like
most times.
I’ll bet you dollars to donuts that he

will think twice before ever again
trying to use force to obtain sex.  Like
most men who rape, he always had
the capacity to control himself.  He
just didn’t always see a reason he
should.  
Now, as he knows well, there are

legal tools that give victims like his and
attorneys like me, financial incentives
to expose and punish him.  His story
might not have any impact on men —
who always and only have sex that is
mutual — but think about the impact of
his story on those men who do rape.
His story says that men in Illinois can
no longer rely on the ineffectuality of
the criminal system to protect them
from the consequences of their
actions.
And if men who are willing to rape

become aware of the risks they now
face, I believe that rape in Illinois will
decrease.  Because, let’s face it, every
man can refrain from rape — they
mostly do — it’s just a matter of giving
them the right incentives, so that
instead of mostly not engaging in rape,
they never engage in rape.
Lots of people may still find it easy to

ignore the voices of girls and women,
but in this culture, when money talks,
people listen. And in Illinois, I’ve got a
$2.4 million judgment just screaming
for attention.

Kaethe Morris Hoffer is a feminist
lawyer based in Evanston, Il. 

Her column appears regularly in
Coalition Commentary.  

THE
FINAL

WORD
KAETHE MORRIS HOFFER

Forcing men to pay
for rape may bring
future dividends



Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault held a “Walk a Mile In Her Shoes” march on April 21. The event featured men walking through downtown
Springfield while wearing women’s shoes. More than 100 people participated in the march that culminated with a rally at the Illinois State Capitol.
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