Victim-blaming Op-Ed a travesty
Heather MacDonald wasn’t even original. She regurgitated the same old tired and stale arguments in her rape victim-blaming opinion piece (Don’t buy into tale of campus-rape crisis) published in the Chicago Sun-Times on April 6. 
· Women drink too much

· Women don’t follow the right dress code

· Researchers are manipulating data

· Feminists are spreading a false alarm

· Women cry rape because they regret what happened 

With these myths MacDonald discounts research that shows that 1 in 5 women on college campuses are victims of rape. She lambasts the research. She ridicules Vice President Biden, the Justice Department and the Education Department’s Office of Civil Rights for starting an initiative to reduce campus rape. She discounts the anti-rape movement. She dismisses rape victims.
Her arguments fall in line with what rapists say. It’s not my fault. The victim was wearing this. Or the victim was drunk. Or I didn’t really rape her, she was just passed out and I had sex with her anyway. 

It’s these myths that rape victims and rape crisis centers continue to debunk. Rape is never ever ever ever the victim’s fault. It’s always the rapist’s fault. Always. Rape is happening on college campuses. It is happening at an alarmingly high rate. I applaud Vice President Biden and the Department of Education for reinforcing what rape victims have been saying for decades. Rape is happening and it must be stopped. 

MacDonald doesn’t want to believe the research. I could trot out research from the Department of Justice studies, Youth Behavior Studies, University Studies and many others. Those are all available and all tell the same dismaying tale of the path of sexual violence women age 16-24 must travel.
However, you don’t need researchers to prove this. Your eyes can do just as well. Slide onto a barstool, stroll through a student center, walk down the main strip of any college town, or if you dare, attend a welcome back to college party at a fraternity near you. Sexual violence is a problem. Women are preyed upon. It’s a systematic game for some men. Women on college campuses are in danger. Your eyes and common sense will tell you this. Research will tell you this. Victims will tell you this. It can’t be swept under the rug or blamed on manipulated research. 
We agree with Ms. MacDonald that there isn’t enough noise about the issue. It should be alarming for parents and students. So listen to the alarm bell Vice President Biden is sounding. It’s time to make colleges safe for women. A place to learn about engineering and literature. A place to enjoy a drink without being worried about being raped. There is nothing tired about that effort. Victims aren’t to blame for this issue. Researchers aren’t to blame. Rapists are to blame. They must be stopped. 
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