30 Senators choose politics over people
Rape isn’t about political party lines. It’s about people. So it was with tremendous outrage that I watched 30 Republican U.S. Senators fall into political gamesmanship by voting “No” on the bill that would permit rape victims to sue a government contractor. These Senators should be ashamed of sacrificing people for blind party loyalty.
The bill, sponsored by Sen. Democrat Al Franken, would ensure a person raped by employees of a government contractor would retain the right to seek civil remedy against that company. Franken’s bill was in response to contract language that prevented a woman, who was the victim of a vicious gang rape by her co-workers in Iraq, from suing her employer. 
Thirty Republican Senators said no to this bill. They explained their vote saying things like the government shouldn’t interfere in “private” contracts and that  “mediation” should be used to settle this “dispute.” A rape isn’t a dispute. It’s a crime. This bill asserts the rights of victims to hold government contractors accountable for crimes perpetrated by their employees.

Rape is a worldwide atrocity, often exacerbated in times of war. U.S. leaders should raise their vices to promote an end to rape and accountability when it happens. Our elected officials should initiate and enforce policies that punish rapists rather than protect them. Shame on the Senators whose blind party allegiance would permit rapists and their employers to avoid punishment. Shame on those 30 Senators who chose party lines over people.
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