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Equip for Equality - Mission
To advance the human and civil rights of children and adults with disabilities
in Illinois.

Equip for Equality - Protection & Advocacy System
Promote self-advocacy and serve as a legal advocate for people with disabilities
Independently monitor public and private institutions and programs serving
people with disabilities
Serve as a watchdog over the government, business, and not-for-profit sectors
Advocate through public policy and legislative activities to give people greater
choices in their lives and ensure their independence and inclusion in all aspects of
community living
Empower people and their families through our disability rights trainings, so
they can advocate for themselves or others

Equal Justice Works Fellowship
Sponsor: Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Host Organization: Equip for Equality
Length: 2 years

Fellowship Overview
I provide legal advocacy to adults and children with disabilities who have
survived sexual abuse or sex trafficking in Illinois.
I provide training and outreach to various communities (social service
providers, doctors, lawyers, and more) on disability and trafficking.

The International Organization for Adolescents (IOFA)
Jody Haskin
Anti-Trafficking Project Specialist
International Organization for Adolescents (IOFA)
jhaskin@iofa.org
773-404-8831 ext. 103
53 W. Jackson Blvd, Ste 857
Chicago, IL 60604

The International Organization for Adolescents (IOFA)
Mission Statement:
Our mission is to eliminate human trafficking and exploitation of
vulnerable adolescents worldwide through innovative programming
and collaborative solutions to empower and protect young people.
Formation:
IOFA was formed in 1999 to eliminate human trafficking and
exploitation of vulnerable adolescents worldwide by designing
innovative programs and solutions to empower and protect youth.

The International Organization for Adolescents (IOFA)
PROJECT-CENTERED
●
●
●

Partner with direct-service agencies
Identify gaps in services for vulnerable youth
Provide training and technical assistance

The International Organization for Adolescents (IOFA)
Coalition-Supported
● Nationally: The Freedom Network
● Locally: The Cook County Human Trafficking Task Force
○ The Coordinated Services Referral Network

Overview
●
●
●
●
●

Introduction to Human Trafficking
Intersection of Disability and Trafficking
Red Flags
Resources
Call to Action

Introduction to Human Trafficking

Fact or Myth?

What is Human Trafficking?
Human Trafficking is the practice of
exploiting people as commodities in
conditions of sexual and labor servitude.

Human Trafficking is also referred to as:
•Modern-day slavery
•Debt-bondage
•Bonded-labor
•Indentured servitude

Human Trafficking is Different from Smuggling
Smuggling: Transportation
●

●

Involves an agreement to
transport or harbor someone
in violation of US immigration
law
Can evolve into trafficking

Sex Trafficking Is:

Trafficking: Exploitation
●
●

As defined under federal and
Illinois laws
An initial agreement of
smuggling that evolves into
trafficking, does not negate
one’s status as a trafficking
victim and ability to seek
remedies

Profiting from sex work by providing
drugs, using false or misleading
statements, withholding or destroying
government documents, debt
servicing, force, a plan or pattern of
coercive conduct, or other acts.

Note: Federal law automatically
recognizes persons under 18 who
have been sexually exploited as
victims of sex trafficking.

Labor Trafficking Is:

Compelling or inducing another to
engage in labor, or recruiting,
enticing, harboring or transporting
another by providing drugs,
withholding or destroying
government documents, debt
servicing, force, or a plan or pattern
of coercive conduct.

Elements of Human Trafficking
Process
●
●
●
●
●

Recruits
Harbors
Transports
Provides
Obtains

Means*
●
●
●

Force
Fraud
Coercion

*Not required for
minors under 18

Elements of Human Trafficking
Means: Force
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Confinement;
Physical assault;
Sexual assault, rape;
Food and sleep deprivation;
Drug administration;
Kidnapping;
Domestic or familial violence.

Elements of Human Trafficking
Means: Fraud
●
●
●
●

Fraudulent employment offers or contracts;
False promises about work and living conditions;
False promises of education;
False promises of love or marriage.

Ends
●
●

Commercial Sex
Labor or services

Elements of Human Trafficking
Means: Coercion
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Threats of deportation or arrest;
Blackmail;
Threats to life, personal safety, family members or other victims;
Debt bondage;
Withholding wages;
Withholding legal documents;
Psychological manipulation

Sex Trafficking of Minors
The TVPA formally recognizes CSEC as a form of abuse rather than a criminal
act of a minor.

It states that all children under the age of 18 in the commercial sex trade are
considered to be victims of a severe form of human trafficking.

COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF
CHILDREN (CSEC)
●

Images of child sexual abuse;

●

Intra-familial sexual exploitation of children and youth;

●

Exotic dance or performance;

●

Cyber-enticement;

●

Information and communication technology sexual exploitation; and

●

Domestic minor sex trafficking

Labor Trafficking vs. Exploitation

Unfair
Wages
&
Poor living and
working
conditions

Globally, by the numbers...
Globally, there are an estimated

21-36 Million people enslaved around the world
● 55% of victims are women and girls
● 45% are men and boys
Over a quarter (26%) are youth under the age of 18.

Labor Organization Global Estimate of Forced Labor 2012 - http://www.ilo.org/washington/WCMS_182004/lang--en/index.htm 2. Walk Free
Global Slavery Index 2014 - http://www.globalslaveryindex.org/findings/ 3. U.N. International Labor Organization: Profits and Poverty, The
Economics of Forced Labor, 2014 - http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/publications/WCMS_243391/lang--en/index.htm

The National Human Trafficking Hotline Statistics
Since 2007, there have been 31,659 total cases reported
Total victims with high level of indicators - 32,358 Total Number of Victims with moderate level - 34,690

TOP 3
2016 Sex Trafficking Types
1. Escort Services
2. Illicit Massage Businesses
3. Residential
TOP 3
2016 Labor Trafficking
Types
1. Domestic Work
2. Agriculture
3. Traveling Sales Crews

1-888-3737-888 | 27/7 Toll Free
Text “HELP” to BeFree | 3p-11p
https://humantraffickinghotline.org
TOP 5
TOP 5
Risk Factors
Methods of Force, Fraud, Coercion
1. Recent Migration/Relocation 1. Emotional Abuse
2. Substance Use Concern
2. Economic Abuse
3. Runaway/Homeless Youth
3. Isolation - including
4. Mental Health Concern
confinement
5. Unstable Housing
4. Threats
5. Pshycial Abuse

National Human Trafficking Hotline Statistics - Illinois, 2016
From 2007-2016:
● 3,697 calls in Illinois
● 1,004 victims exhibited high
indicators,
and 1,004 moderate indicators

In 2016, there were :
● 609 calls in Illinois
● 244 of those calls referred to
victims who exhibited high
indicators, 273 exhibited
moderate indicators of
trafficking

Trafficking in Illinois:
Identifying &
supporting survivors

Who are the Traffickers?
●

Family members

●

Diplomats

●

Friends

●

Organized crime & gangs

●

Romantic partners

●

Victims of trafficking

●

Acquaintances

●

Employers of domestic workers

●
●

Business owners
Landlords

●

Labor recruiters

●

Anyone else?

●

Community leaders

Anyone can be a trafficker
●

Men, women and transgender.

●

All ages.

●

Any ethnicity or race.

●

Any socio-economic status.

●

Any relation to the victim

Human Trafficking Profitability
Compared to illegal drugs and
weapons
●
●
●

More profitable;
Produces continuous profits;
Less risk involved.

Who are the Survivors?
Anyone can be trafficked:
●

men, women, boys, girls and transgender people of all ages, races,
ethnicities, nationalities and socio-economic classes;

●

Children under 18 years are particularly vulnerable.

What makes children vulnerable?
●

Are under 18 years old

●

Walk to school or to the store alone

●

Own or have access to unmonitored
internet

●

Are attracted to consumer goods

●

Desire to develop romantic
relationships

●

●

Experience feelings of being
misunderstood

●

Experience conflict with their parents

●

Don’t feel valued or loved by their
parents

●

Want more independence

●

Test boundaries and take risks

Experience feelings of insecurity

Children especially at risk
●

Children with a history of sexual abuse, physical abuse, maltreatment and neglect;

●

Children with a history of living in foster care or interactions with the justice
system, especially youth with multiple placements;

●

Homeless youth and youth who left home;

●

Youth kicked out of their homes by their guardians

●

Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC);

●

Youth with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

How children are recruited
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Runaways, kicked out;
Sold by family;
Recruited by other youth;
Internet;
Befriending and/or boyfriending;
False employment offers;
Kidnapping;
Promise of a better life.

Intersection of Disability and Trafficking

Vulnerabilities
●

Traffickers steal income and/or benefits

●

Traffickers use drugs or withholding of medication

●

Traffickers lure children, especially runaways, into prostitution

Vulnerabilities
●

People with disabilities are often particularly vulnerable to trafficking by
their caretaker, guardian, or residential care provider
○

2009 - US v. Kaufman

○

2013 - EEOC v. Henry’s Turkey Service
■

“The Boys in the Bunkhouse”
- New York Times

Vulnerabilities
“Lack of training for police, prosecutors, and judges on how to accommodate persons with
disabilities—for example, on providing physical access or sign language interpreters—can leave
victims with disabilities unable to report their abuse or effectively participate in the criminal
justice process. Lack of accessible information about judicial procedures and rights may also
preclude them from approaching law enforcement or courts to report abuse; those who do may
encounter social biases against the credibility of their statements and evidence...Diminished
access to the justice system and limited avenues of recourse to address abuse can
empower traffickers to target persons with disabilities with a sense of impunity. “
U.S. Department of State, 2016 Trafficking in Persons Report

Red Flags

General Trafficking Indicators
●

Inconsistencies in their story regarding where they live, when they came
to their current location, and lack of knowledge about the city or state
they are in

●

No access to personal documents or identification

●

No access to a bank account or money

General Trafficking Indicators
●

Not allowed to contact friends or family

●

Not allowed to leave their living or working situation unless monitored

●

Signs of physical/sexual abuse, physical restraint, confinement,
malnourishment, or torture

●

Not allowed to speak for themselves

Red Flags
●

Vulnerable populations - people with disabilities, people who are
homeless, LGBTQ youth, immigrants, etc.

●

Avoids eye contact

●

Persistent fear, depression, anxiety, submissive behavior

●

Hyper vigilant or paranoid behavior

Red Flags
●

Loss of sense of time and space

●

Evidence of inability to move or leave job or take time off

●

Unpaid work or compensated very little

●

Lives with co-workers and “employer”

●

Untreated illnesses and infections

Other Red Flags: Tattoo Branding

Resources

Services Available in Chicagoland (*statewide)
FREE LEGAL SERVICES
●

●
●

●

COMPREHENSIVE SOCIAL SERVICES

National Immigrant Justice
Center*
(312) 660-1370
LAF*
(312) 341-1070
Metropolitan Family Services
Human Trafficking
Initiative/VLAN
(312) 986-4200
Chicago Alliance Against Sexual
Exploitation
(773) 244-2230

●
●
●

Salvation Army STOP IT Program
(877) 606-3158
Heartland Human Care Services*
(312) 662-6185
Metropolitan Family Services
Human Trafficking
Initiative/VLAN
(312) 986-4200

If the potential victim is outside of Illinois,
please contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline at
(888) 373-7888

Assistance for Trafficking Victims:
National Human Trafficking Hotline
Call: 1.888.3737.888
Text “Help” to: Be Free
This hotline will help:
Assess whether you may have encountered a victim of human trafficking
Identify local community resources to help victims
Coordinate with local social service organizations to help protect and
serve victims so they begin process of restoring their lives
Report online at http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/

National Human Trafficking Hotline Services

Call to Action

Questions?

