SEXUAL OFFENDERS

INTRODUCTION

In “Men Who Rape,” Nicholas Groth concludes that rape is not an expression of sexual desire as much as it is an expression of other, nonsexual needs.  Groth claims that rape is more than the result of sexual arousal that has no other opportunity for gratification.

Knight and Prentky classify rapists according to four primary motivations: opportunistic, pervasively angry, sexually motivated, or vindictive.

In cases of rape by adult males, the offenders typically gain control through three major methods: entrapment, intimidation, and/or physical force.

OFFENDERS WHO SEXUALLY ASSAULT ADULTS

AGE

According to Bureau of Justice Statistics: 

· 10.9% of sexual offenders are 18 years of age or younger;

· 8% are 18-20;

· 31.2% are 21-29;

· 40% are 30 or older.

The majority of adult sex offenders are in their teens, 20’s or early 30’s.  They usually have a varied criminal background including such crimes as breaking and entering, theft, and physical assault and they usually began their career at an early age.

The offenders who sexually assault significantly older victims are predominantly young, white single males.

FAMILY BACKGROUND

Offenders who molest children come nearly equally from all races, social classes and education levels.

Incarcerated sex offenders are often products of large families and live in disturbed home environments, as indicated by high rates of family psychiatric history, criminal history and substance abuse.

Incarcerated sex offenders report having been sexually, physically and mentally abused as children.

In a random study of state prison inmates: 

· 17.5% of sexual offenders reported having been sexually abused;

· 21.4% reported having been verbally abused;

· 17.6% reported having been physically abused.

MENTAL CHARACTERISTICS

One study revealed that the most common emotional experience of a rapist prior to a sex offense is anger:  88% experienced general anger; 77% experienced anger toward women.

Although rape may cut across all diagnostic categories of psychiatric disorders, the majority of offenders are not insane.

Less than 25% of sex offenders seen in outpatient treatment settings have serious diagnosable mental disorders.

Approximately 30% of rapists would be diagnosed as having anti-social personality disorder.

OFFENDER’S RELATIONSHIP TO VICTIM

80%-90% of offenders know the women they sexually assault.

One-half of convicted family violence offenders in prison in 1997 were serving sentences for committing sex crimes against family members.

RECIDIVISM

Sex offenders released from state prisons were 4 times more likely than non-sex offenders to be rearrested for a sex crime.  Within the first 3 years following their release from prison in 1994, 5.3% (517 of the 9,691) of released sex offenders were rearrested for a sex crime.

43% of sex offenders released from prison in 1994 were rearrested for some type of crime within 3 years.

5.3% of sex offenders released from prison in 1994 were rearrested for a sex crime within 3 years.

On average, the observed sexual recidivism rate was 13.7% of 31,216 sexual offenders.

OFFENDERS WHO SEXUALLY ASSAULT CHILDREN

Adults who sexually assault children under the age of 18 are called child molesters or pedophiles:

· A child molester appears to engage in sexual activity that is driven by anger and hostility.  To the child molester, the victim is more an object or a symbol to the offender rather than a person.  Rather than committing repeated assaults against the same victim, the child molester attacks different victims in successive offenses.

· A pedophile is an adult who has a sexual deviation in which there is a persistent preference for sexual behavior with children.  A pedophile typically regards the victim less as an object and more as an individual with whom he identifies.  The pedophile may be interested in maintaining an ongoing relationship with the child.

Adult child abusers have 10 times more victims than offenders who rape adults.  Child abusers have an average of 76 victims; a rapist has an average of seven.

In one clinic, 49% of the incestuous fathers and stepfathers referred for outpatient treatment abused children outside the family at the same time they were abusing their own children, and 18% were raping adult women at the same time they were sexually abusing their own children.

In any gathering of 100 women, 4-5 have been sexually abused by a father figure.

AGE

71% of child sex abusers are below the age of 35.

Half of the 4,295 child molesters are 20 or more years older than the child they were imprisoned for molesting.

CHARACTERISTICS

25% or less of interfamilial child sex abusers (incest perpetrators) are pedophiles.

In a survey of college men, 21% reported some sexual attraction to children, with 7% saying they would be likely to have sex with children if they could not be detected or punished.

In a phone survey, 10% of adult men admitted having sexually abused a child.

Of abusers who perpetrate against young children, 90% are male and 95% are heterosexual.

The majority of child sex offenders are heterosexual, and many are simultaneously involved in consenting adult relationships.  In one study, 83% of the offenders were heterosexual, and 17% were bisexual.  Some of these offenders abused both boys and girls.  Heterosexual men who abused boys usually said they did so because they identified with the boys.

Diana Russell’s study of the incestuous abuse of girls revealed: 

· Just under 26% (more than 1 out of 4) of the incest perpetrators were under 18;

· The average age of the incest perpetrator was 34; only 20% were over 46;

· The second largest age group was 36-45 years old;

· 32% of the perpetrators had upper-class occupations;

· 34% had middle-class occupations;

· 67% were white;

· Physical force was used in 30% of the cases;

· Incest is more likely to occur over a longer period of time if it is cross-generational;

· In 31% of the cases, the victim said the perpetrator had sexually abused another relative; in 54% of the cases, the victim reported there was no other abuse going on and in 15% of the cases, the victim did not know about any other abuse;

· The average age of the incest perpetrator was 34 years old.

· The perpetrator’s primary strategy involved:

1.
force or threat of force – 27%;

2.
surprise – 17%;

3. taking advantage through drugs/alcohol – 9%;

4. deception – 3%;

5. threat without force – 2%;

6. bribery – 1%;

7. manipulation – 1%;

8. other – 40%.

OFFENDER’S RELATIONSHIP TO VICTIM

A probability sample conducted by Diana Russell revealed that uncles represented 25% (48) of incest perpetrators and fathers/step-fathers/adopted fathers represented 24% (47).  Thirty-eight percent of these incest perpetrators were members of the nuclear family.

81% of incarcerated incest offenders in one prison had sexually abused children between the ages of 9 and18, 90% of the victims were girls:  38% were daughters and 30% were stepdaughters.  Of the boy victims, 10% were stepsons and 4% were sons.

RECIDIVISM

One study of child sex offenders found that 43% of untreated offenders recommitted the offense, compared to 18% of the offenders who went through treatment.  Of incest offenders, 22% of the untreated offenders recommitted sex offenses, compared to 8% of the treated offenders.

Within the first 3 years following release from prison in 1994, 3.3% (141 of 4,295) of released child molesters were rearrested for sex crimes against children.

Of the approximately 141 children allegedly molested by the child molesters after their release from prison in 1994, 79% were age 13 or younger.

RESPONSE

80% of all child sex offenders were granted probation.  Of those, 89% involve court-mandated treatment.

ADOLESCENT SEXUAL OFFENDERS

While the behavior is sexual in expression, adolescent sexual offending may have more in common with other coercive behavior such as bullying than with satisfying of sexual needs or curiosity.

Between 1980 and 1995, the arrests of children under the age of 12 years old have increased 125% for sex offenses (excluding rape) and 190% for forcible rape.

In 1992, the State of Washington’s Department of Social and Health Services published a report identifying 691 sexually aggressive youth in state custody, 33% of whom were under the age of 12.

In Vermont, reported sexual abuse by children under the age of 14 increased 300% within 10 years.  More than 40% of known child abusers who came to the attention of authorities were under the age of 20.

In a Utah survey of all sexual abuse perpetrators, 43% were youth under the age of 18, with 18% being under the age of 13.

40% of all sexual abuse of children is committed by youth under the age of 18.

Adolescent sex offenders had committed an average of 6.8% sexually abusive acts.

Most adolescent sex offenders (61%) abuse more than one victim.

The average adolescent sex offender abuses seven victims, with some juveniles disclosing as many as 30 or more victims. Many perpetrators abuse the same victim more than once.

AGE

Diana Russell’s study revealed that almost 27% of the incest perpetrators were under  the age of 18.  Thus, more than 1 out of 4 incest perpetrators were juveniles.

A victim-based study of child sexual abuse investigations in Liverpool, England between 1989 and 1990 revealed that 36% of the perpetrators in the study were under the age of 18.

CHARACTERISTICS

91%-93% of adolescent sex offenders are male, and the average age is 14. The offender is likely to be white and living with two parents at the time of the offense. It is unlikely that he has a prior conviction for sexual assault but likely that this is not his first offense.  He may or may not have been a victim of sexual abuse. There is one chance in 3 that he has been convicted of a nonsexual delinquent offense. The activity is unwanted, involves genital contact and in 60% of the cases, penetration. The offense is usually accompanied by some type of coercion or force. The average victim is a 7-8 year old child – more likely female – who is unrelated by blood or marriage.

26% of adolescent sex offenders had been victims of, or witnesses to sexual abuse in their families.  This abuse included incest, prostitution, and forced observation of sex between adults.

In a study at one prison: 

· 57% of incarcerated incest offenders were sexually abused as children;

· 14% were abused by at least one parent; 

· 17% were sexually abused by a sibling;

· 9% were abused by another relative;

· 17% were abused by someone outside the family;

· 37% cited a climate of violence in their childhood homes.

The majority of persons who have experienced child sexual abuse do not become adolescent or adult sex offenders.

Some studies have failed to find sexual victimization more frequently in adolescent sex offenders than other delinquents.

Researchers have suggested that physical violence is more common in the background of young sex offenders than sexual victimization.

Parents of adolescent sex offenders in one study had high levels of victimization in their own childhoods.

A study of youth offenders found: 

· Pedophilic youth molest children, usually female, who are significantly younger than they, and commit their first offenses between ages 6 and12. 

· Adolescent sex offenders tend to molest females closer to their own age and usually commit their first offenses between ages 13-15; 60% of the youths were white; 59% came from lower socioeconomic settings; 78% of the sexual assault offenders and 44% of the pedophilic offenders came from single-parent households and many had families with substance abuse and mental health problems.

One study of male adolescent sex offenders found that: 

· 97% had never been hospitalized for a psychiatric disorder;

· 72% were never arrested for nonsexual crimes;

· 79% had been arrested for prior sex offenses;

· 63% were pedophiles;

· 18% were sexually abused as children.

A study of 1,616 youths who were recognized or had a record as sexually abusive to other youths found: 

· 41% reported they had been victims of physical abuse;

· 39% reported they had been victims of sexual abuse;

· 68% of these abuses involved penetrating and/or oral-genital behavior;

· 62% expressed little or no sympathy for their victim;

· 51% expressed no remorse or guilt;

· 91% of the victims were 3-6 years old, with an average age of 7.7 years;

· 38% were relatives of the abuser;

· 33% blamed the victim for the offense.

Approximately 50% of adult sex offenders report their sexually deviant behavior began in adolescence.

Mothers of adolescent incest perpetrators were significantly more likely to have been sexually victimized as children than were other mothers.

Adolescent offenders seem to show all of the same variations of sexually abusive behaviors, as do older offenders.

In general, less violence is used by adolescent sex offenders than by adult sex offenders.  A victim of an adolescent offender is 1/3 as likely to have had a weapon used against her and 1/2 as likely to be physically injured; yet, 1/3 of offenses perpetrated by adolescents result in physical injury.

The population of juvenile sex offenders is as heterogeneous as the population of adult sex offenders.
  

Nondeviant sexual experiences usually precede the juvenile’s offending behavior.

OFFENDER’S RELATIONSHIP TO VICTIM

More than 95% of victims of adolescent offenders know the perpetrators as acquaintances, friends, neighbors, or relatives.

RECIDIVISM

Sexually abusive youth appear to respond well to cognitive-behavioral and/or relapse prevention treatment, with rearrest rates of approximately 7 percent in follow-up periods of more than five years.  Program evaluation data suggest that the sexual recidivism rate for juveniles treated in specialized programs ranges from approximately 7 to 13 percent in follow-up periods of two to five years.

SPECIAL ISSUES

CHILDREN WITH SEXUAL BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS

Sexually aggressive children demonstrate deep feelings of anger, rage, shame and loneliness.  Several professionals including Friedrich, Johnson and Feldmeth have observed that those emotions are paired with sex, which has been paired with aggression.

Johnson and Feldmeth and Crisci and Brown report the motives behind children acting out sexually to include the need to reduce feelings of fear, anger, or loneliness, or to achieve power over victims through acts of coercion.  Some professionals believe that a significant number of sexually aggressive children are also addicted to the behaviors.

CHARACTERISTICS

A study of children with sexual behavior problems found that: 

· 84% had been sexually abused;

· 48% reported they had been victims of physical abuse;

· 33% had been emotionally abused;

· 18% had been neglected;

· 56% had been subjected to multiple forms of abuse, most often physical and sexual abuse.

OFFENDERS WHO ABUSE PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

· 33% to 40% of sexual offenders against persons with disabilities are service providers; 

· 20% are friends and neighbors of the victims;

· 25% are family members;

· 10% to 40% are other persons with disabilities.

FEMALE OFFENDERS

Only 2%-4% of reported child sex offenses are committed by women.
  However, this number may be low, since women are not traditionally viewed as offenders, even by victims, and because boys tend to underreport sexual abuse.

One half to 2/3 of incarcerated female offenders committed the crime in conjunction with a man.  Almost all were acquainted with children.

Fifty percent of female sexual offenders have a history of mental illness (as opposed to 9% of male offenders).

Research indicates that females commit approximately 20% of sex offenses against children.

Female sex offenders were sexually victimized at almost twice the rate of men, most often by family members.

RESPONSE

ARREST AND PROSECUTION RATES IN U.S.

In 2000, there were 90,186 rapes reported to police, 22,964 adults arrested, and 10,600 felony convictions.  Of these convictions, there were 9,540 incarcerations.  For every 100 arrests, there were 46 convictions and 42 incarcerations.

In 2000, persons convicted of sexual assault by state courts were 98% male, 2% female and 68% white, 28% black.

In 2000, there were a total of 31,811 felony convictions for sexual assault.  Of these, 31,500 were state convictions and 311 were federal convictions.  The mean maximum sentence length was 87 months for state convictions and 85 months for federal convictions.

In 2002, forcible rapes were cleared at a rate of 44.5%.

About half of rape defendants are released prior to trial, and half of those post bond.

Rape/sexual assault offenders account for almost 5% of the total correctional population in the U.S.
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